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Dear Families,
What an amazing celebration of school spirit we were fortunate to experience last Friday beginning with our Mother’s
Day Prayer and followed by our whole school Cross Country event! Our students led our prayer with reverence and
enjoyed sharing the day with their mums and special people. The sense of support and the cheering on of peers was
amazing during the Cross Country event. Thankyou to our parent volunteers who acted as marshals on the day and
for families who paced themselves out around the course to ensure that our children were cheered on from every
possible point of view. Our senior students were also outstanding, acting as ‘rabbits’ to lead and direct the younger
students around the course. I am always left in awe after such an event as our children thrive in a sport they excel in
or persevere and show great resilience as they step outside their comfort zone. The final thank you goes to Michelle
Whittaker and Rebecca Roche for the hours of organization behind the scenes with lead to its success.
We have many more events planned for our children this term, including a Japanese drumming performance, golf
incursion, excursion for year 1/2 to Myuna Farm and much more. Please ensure you have your working with
children’s card up to date if you are wanting to support our excursions and swimming program this year.
We wish our district cross country team a wonderful day on Tuesday and thank the staff who are supporting this
opportunity for our children.
Our Year 3 and 5 students are also to be congratulated for the manner in which they have participated in NAPLAN this
week and continue to do so next week. Students who have been absent will have a chance to ‘catch up’ when back
at school.
Kind regards,

Bec Kollaris
principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
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Religious Education News
Please pray for our students who are preparing to receive the full sacrament of the
Eucharist in their first Holy Communion at St James':
Lord God,
As they prepare to receive this Blessed Sacrament may they walk in the company of
Saints, experience God's love, and become more like Jesus, so that their lives will give
glory to God by the love they show to others.
Amen

Kobie Panetta
Spencer Patterson
Maggie Smith
Antonio Cecere

Kaleb Panetta
Holly Dell'Oro
Raiden Green
Luca Cecere

Sophie Scanlon
Betty Atkins
Jay Jarred
William Jacks

Georgie Pomeroy
Pippa Lenders
Joshua Lawlor
Isabelle Jacks

Felicity Patterson
Travis Ilic
Riley Lawlor

_______________________________________________________________________________________
SchoolTV
Attached to this newsletter you will find information regarding a new wellbeing resource for parents called SchoolTV.
Please follow this link to access our SchoolTV site: SchoolTV

_______________________________________________________________________________________
School Uniform
As we move in to Term 2 and Term 3 we ask that students wear their Winter School Uniform. The Beleza Uniform and
Price List is attached to this Newsletter for your reference. Should you require support with purchasing any uniform
please contact the school office.
_________________________________________________________________________________
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COVID 19
Face Masks
Face masks, while recommended, are no longer required in any school setting. This means students in Grades 3 to 6, staff and
visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask
may do so, including those who are medically at-risk.

Rapid Antigen Testing Screening Program
Free Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) kits will continue to be available for all staff and students in Victorian Schools for the first four
weeks of Term 2, 2022. Participation in the surveillance program will continue to be voluntary but strongly encouraged for all
primary and secondary students and staff twice-weekly on school days.
Students and staff who have recovered from COVID-19 do not need to participate in the RAT surveillance program for 12 weeks
after their isolation period has ended. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household or Household-Like Contacts
Household or Household-like contacts are no longer required to quarantine but are require to undertake the following additional
safety measures in the seven days that would have been their quarantine period:
•
•
•
•

Notify the school if returning during their seven-day period
Undertake daily rapid antigen testing five times within the seven days
Wear a face mask indoors (if aged eight (8) and above) unless a lawful exemption applies
Are not permitted to visit hospitals or care facilities unless an exemption applies

Household and household-like contacts are recommended to avoid interaction with people at higher risk of severe disease from
COVID-19.
If symptomatic, staff and students must stay/return home, take a rapid antigen test, or get a PCR test if a rapid antigen testing kit
is unavailable
If a staff member, student, parent, guardian or carer cannot comply with the additional safety measures outlined above at any
time, they must:
•
•
•

Quarantine immediately for the remainder of their seven-day household contact period
Get tested on Day one (1) (or as soon as possible) and on Day sic (6) of their household contact period
Not attend school until a negative Day six (6) test result is received

Vaccination requirements for visitors in schools
Parents, guardians, carers and other adult visitors are no longer required to show evidence of two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine if
not performing work or volunteering at the school.
I encourage all parents, guardians and carers to review the attached information in relation to the COVIDsafe measures that will be
implemented across all schools in the Diocese of Sale from the commencement of Term 2, 2022 to ensure that we protect our
school communities and minimise disruption to face-to-face student learning.
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged five (5) to eleven (11) and booster shots for students 16+
remains the best way to ensure protection for students and staff.
If you have any concerns about getting your child vaccinated, please contact your GO or another health professional who can
answer your questions.
On Anzac Day our student leaders, students and myself, attended the Nar Nar Goon Dawn Service and laid a wreath for our
soldiers who sacrificed for us. Thank you to all of the students who braved the brisk conditions to commemorate this important
day.
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School Fees
Terms 2 Statements will be issued by the end of next week. Please note - these statements will include Camp Fees
that have previously not been raised to the Fee Accounts.
If you are paying your account via direct debit, an updated direct debit form has been emailed, if you have not already
returned this we ask that you do so by the end of the term. Please contact the school office, if you did not receive this
email.
If you hold a Pension or Health Care Card please contact the school office to obtain relevant paperwork to be completed
and returned. Eligibility will then be assessed and an application for assistance to reduce your school fees will be applied
for.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Trees
We have had our annual Arborist Report recently completed and it has indicated that our
beautiful English Oak, in the middle of the carpark, is under some stress and would benefit
from being given a wide berth. Therefore, we ask families to please help us in extending
the life and health of our tree by not parking under it.

__________________________________________________________________________________
SFX Officer Head of Campus Talk & Tour Dates
9.30am – 11.00am
Families can register on the SFX website
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday

17 May
26 July
11 October

Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday

21 June
6 September
8 November
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Footy Jumpers
Before COVID lockdowns, students were provided with School Footy Jumpers in anticipation of inter school sports
resuming. This unfortunately did not happen and we are asking families of the Year 5 and 6 students to please have a
look at home if you have a jumper and return to the office as soon as possible.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2023 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six – Spread the Word
We are taking enrolments for 2023!
If you have a student commencing in Foundation in 2023 please email,
office@sjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
If you have family or friends who may be considering St James next year, please get them to contact the school as
soon as possible to avoid a potential wait list. Enrolment forms can be collected from the office.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Absences
To avoid having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9am. Notification
can be completed via PAM, phone – 5942 5404 or email to office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
Please provide your child’s name, date and the reason for absence.
Late Arrivals/Early Departures
If your child will be arriving late to school or you are collecting early you must visit the office and fill in the Sign In/Sign
Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class to ensure minimal disruption is made to the
classrooms.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the E Safety Commissioner Website is there to help support parents and carers and
ensure that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at Safety Parents.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
PAM
Here is the link for the St James Parent Access (PAM).
https://pam.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Your username is the email address that you have registered with the school. The first time you log in, we ask that
you use the forgotten password feature to set your own password.
ALL parents must access PAM to receive up to date information and grant necessary permissions.
MEDICAL INFORMATION – When you update your child’s medical information in PAM – PLEASE ensure this is accurate.
The school must have current up to date asthma, allergy, anaphylaxis or medical plans for those students identified
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with these conditions and any other medical conditions such as diabetes or epilepsy. This is to ensure we have relevant
information to assist your child with the management of these medical conditions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Engaging children in local government decision making
Cardinia Council’s vision is to encourage children and their families to have ‘kitchen table conversations’ about local
issues and opportunities, providing their perspectives and experiences in response to specific Council projects or
initiatives.
Please follow the below link to Creating Cardinia ‘Have Your Say’ page.
Creating Cardinia

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
NetSetGo
NetSetGo will be running at Nar Nar Goon Netball Club for 10 weeks, starting May 26.
Net is aimed at 5-6 year olds.
Set is aimed at 7-8 year olds.
The Program is a great introduction to netball skills and lots of fun. Participants receive a NetSetGo pack when registered and will
participate in activities based on the fundamental skills for netball. Sessions run for 45 minutes on THURSDAY Nights.
TIME: 5:00pm to 5:45pm
START DATE: 26th May
END DATE: 11th August
COST: $100.00
To Register, follow the link:

https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/userRegistration?organisationId=09b36439-1c8a4ad8-baf2-ae65d0e37cd9&competitionId=77b8d9be-cecf-417c-be2d-5bf6f0ff14fa
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Violette McCrory

May Birthdays (to 13 May)
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2022 School Closure Days
Term 2
Tuesday
Friday
Term 3
Monday
Term 4
Monday
Monday
Tuesday

26 April
24 June
11 July
31 October
19 December
20 December

Calendar – Term 2
Week 4
Mon 16
May
Tues 17
May
Wed 18
May
Week 5
Wed 25
May
Thurs 26
May

Year 3 and 5 Naplan
District Cross Country – Cardinia Recreation Reserve
Whole School Assembly
Catholic Education Week
Whole School Assembly
Japanese Drummer Performance

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Year C

15th May 2022

First Reading

Second Reading

Acts 14:21-27

Rv 21:1-5

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

They assembled the church and gave an account of all
that God had done with them.

Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put fresh heart into the disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We
all have to experience many hardships’ they said
‘before we enter the kingdom of God.’ In each of these
churches they appointed elders, and with prayer and
fasting they commended them to the Lord in whom
they had come to believe.
They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia.
Then after proclaiming the word at Perga they went
down to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch,
where they had originally been commended to the
grace of God for the work they had now completed.
On their arrival they assembled the church and gave
an account of all that God had done with them, and
how he had opened the door of faith to the pagans.

He will wipe away all the tears from their eyes.

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now, and there was
no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as
a bride all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud
voice call from the throne, ‘You see this city? Here God
lives among men. He will make his home among them;
they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his name
is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their
eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning
or sadness. The world of the past has gone.’
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’

The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation

The Word of the Lord

Jn 13:34

Responsorial Psalm

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved
you.
Alleluia!

Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1

(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my
God.
1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)
2. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God,
to make known to men your mighty deeds
and the glorious splendour of your reign. (R.)
3. Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule lasts from age to age. (R.)

Gospel
Jn 13:31-35

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John
I give you a new commandment: love one another.

When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified,
and in him God has been glorified.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will in turn glorify him in himself,
and will glorify him very soon.
My little children,
I shall not be with you much longer.
I give you a new commandment:
love one another;
just as I have loved you,
you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are my disciples.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Parish Office: Iona - 0456000990 Kooweerup - 59971510
Parish Website: www.imkcatholicparishes.com.au
Parish Team
Fr. Avinash George (Parish Administrator)
Mob. 0451 997 904
Sharon Sparks (Parish Secretary IONA)
Ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au
Anne Nunn (Parish Secretary KWR)
kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Columba Primary School 5629 5933
Andrew Greco (Principal)
St James’ Primary School, 59425404
Bec Kollaris (Principal)
St John the Baptist Primary School, 5997 1653
Chris Dortmans (Principal)

FR AVINASH WILL BE ON HOLIDAYS FROM MONDAY 2ND
MAY UNTIL JUNE 10TH—THERE WILL BE NO WEEKDAY
MASSES DURING THIS TIME.
FR PETER KOOLOOS WILL BE CELEBRATING WEEKEND
MASSES FOR US WHILE FR AVI IS AWAY

Safeguarding
Our Parish is committed to providing a safe and
supportive environment for all people with special
concern for children, young people and adults at
risk.
Anne Nunn (KWR) Marlene Dalziel (Lang Lang)
Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Liz Harrison & Ray Hearn (Iona)
Sharon Sparks (Maryknoll)

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL
The ‘Vinnies’ winter appeal begins at the end of
May and runs right through Winter.
There will be baskets in each church foyer, or
donate via this link https://donate.vinnies.org.au/
winter-appeal
Please give generously to aid the many families in
need in our community

Welcome Back Fr Peter!

FEDERAL ELECTION:
NO MASSES
THIS WEEK
Saturday 21/5

Nar Nar Goon

6.00pm

Sunday 22/5

Koo wee rup
Iona

9.30am
11.00am

Liturgies

Lang Lang

9.30am

Reconciliation: Saturdays 5.30 to 5.50 NNG
1st, 4th and 5th Sundays 9.00 to 9.20 KWR
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Our parishes acknowledges the Bunurong and Wurundjeri
people, the traditional owners of this land, who have walked
upon and cared for it for thousands of years. We acknowledge
the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Presbytery: 59971510

Read the Australian Catholic Bishops’ 2022 election
statement , Towards a Better Kind of Politics, to help you
reflect on the good you can do for the community by
using your vote for the common good of all.
The statement includes a Prayer for the Election and the
principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
Download a copy from www.catholic.org.au

Baptisms
Parents who would like to have their child Baptised,
please contact the Parish office—minimum 6 weeks
notice please.
St James’ : All weekends during 6.00pm Mass
St Joseph’s: 1st Sunday of the month during 11am
Mass
Holy Family: 2nd Sunday during 8.00am Mass
St Mary’s : 3rd Sunday during 8.00am Mass
St John’s KWR: 4th Sunday during 9.30am Mass
Baptism Co-ordinators -KWR Carmelina
0401911092 Email: carmelinadecesari@gmail.com
Iona/NNG—Cath 0407444303 and Carmel 0439917966
Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsle.org.au

NNG office: 0456000990

Parish Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR
Sick: Susan Kelly, Rose Ahrens, Frank Giblin,
Anniversaries : Frank Pisa, Mg James O’Mara,
Fr Martin Roche
Recent Deaths: Rosemary Zaher (mother of Fr Paul)
“Eternal rest grant unto them , O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”
OUR OFFERINGS TO OUR PARISH
LAST WEEKEND
Iona: Stewardship—$828.15 Presbytery— $299.95
KWR: Stewardship—$698.00 Presbytery - $170.00
Koo Wee Rup Busary Fund Collection $336.00
Special collections MAY—Trinity Families—please
see notices in foyer for details

Parish Reading Rosters
May
14th/15th

READERS

MUSIC /
LEADER

SPECIAL
MINISTER

NNG

PAUL

KWR

NELLA

IONA

MARY S

MKNOLL

WIN

GADY

MAM

LANG LANG

MARLENE

MASS

May 21/22

READERS

MUSIC/LEADER

NNG

KERRY

GADY

KWR

CARMELINA

IONA

SAM

MKNOLL

NO LITURGY

LANG LANG

VOLUNTEER

SPECIAL
MINISTER

MARY C

Eucharistic Ministers for the Sick

Walking in the Spirit
National Prayer Pilgrimage
for the Plenary Council

DATE

IONAMARYKNOLL

MAY 15

LIZ

MAY 22

LUCY/FRANCES

Church cleaning/flowers
MKNOLL

People across the country are invited to participate in a
national prayer pilgrimage as the Catholic Church in
Australia prepares for the Second Assembly of the 5th
Plenary Council of Australia in Sydney from 3-9 July.
We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for the
Members who will gather and also for ourselves and the
Church, that we may have the courage to follow where
God is leading us.
Access Walking in the Spirit Prayer Resources at:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/walkinginthespirit

KOOWEERUP

IONA

NNG

MAY—SHARON

22ND MAY—
VOLUNTEER PLS

15/5 TO 29/5
PAUL AND JENNY

JUNE—MAM

29TH —MARY

30/5 TO 11/6
MARYCLAIRE

PRAYER GROUP IONA
Meets every Thursday morning at 9.30am at Iona.
FOR DETAILS CONTACT: MARY SAYERS: 5629 5339
FRIENDS OF JESUS DISCUSSION GROUP KWR
2nd Tuesday of the month 1.00pm at the St John’s
meeting room.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 14th June

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au Parish Website: w w w .imkcatholicparishes.com.au

Parish Events/Information
PARISH OFFICES Iona-Maryknoll parish office is located behind St James Church. 60 Nar Nar Goon Rd Nar Nar
Goon - Open Tuesdays 10.30 to 3.30 and Friday 9.00 to 1.00—Sharon (Parish Secretary) Ph. 0456000990
Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au Please note change of hours.
Kooweerup Parish office is located at the Presbytery. 166-168 Station Street Kooweerup (facing Salmon St)
Contact Anne Nunn. Phone 59971510 Mob. 0457971265 Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
IONA-MARYKNOLL PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE Des Wynne (Chair), Gady Noonan (minutes) Frank Rovers, Leo
Garvey, Sharon Sparks, Ray Hearn and John Van Boxtel Next meeting:
KOOWEERUP FINANCE COMMITTEE: Members—John Hester, Enzo Buccheri, Harold Keily, Peter Feltham
Parish Finance committees advise the Parish Priest on financial policies and matters of the Parish.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL Iona-Mknoll reps: Sam Franzi, Rose Ahrens KWR reps: Peter Gallagher, Peter Damon, Bernie Hance. Minutes secretary—Sharon Sparks Ex officio members: Andrew Greco, Chris Dortmans, Bec Kolaris
HALL HIRE: For hire information of our Parish halls please contact - Iona hall— Liz Harrison. Mob. 0437759844 OR TEXT
Miriam 0417542134, Fr Pooley Hall Maryknoll— Sharon Sparks. Mob. 0411500364.
ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: St Vinnies Winter appeal commences at the end of May.
CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE: The Iona branch of the CWL meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month at Iona hall

REFLECTION by Richard Leonard
The word love has to be the most misused word in our language. We often say we love our house, our car, our
holiday or even ice cream. Then we use exactly the same word to describe our feelings for our spouse, family,
friends or children. If language is a window into meaning, then we are in strife at the loose way we transfer the
same word for vastly different feelings and realities. At least I hope we feel differently about people over possessions. The way some people go on about their car, pets or money we begin to wonder.
The love Jesus encourages us to have in today's Gospel is a very particular love. He tells us not just to love one
another, but to ‘love as I have loved you’. The core of Jesus’ love for us is sacrificial love, where he laid down his
life that we might live. While love is a popular word, and even more popular notion, in our music, film, art and
literature, sacrificial love is not something we hear much about these days or that we embrace very easily. Loving someone in the popular imagination has come to mean hanging in there until someone better comes along,
or we grow bored of each other sexually or personally. Often it entails keeping the exit door on commitment nice
and handy for the quick get away. But this hardly describes a love that involves sacrifice.
Sacrificial love is demonstrated in deeds not words. It states that there is no point in saying we love anyone unless our actions follow the profession we make. Sacrificial love is not just about warm and fuzzy feelings; it is an
intensely practical affair where our love is judged by our gentleness, kindness and patience with each other.
Christian love is not arrogant or rude, it does not drag other people down, but rejoices and weeps when others
are successful or downhearted. Loving as Jesus has loved means telling the truth with compassion, forgiving,
working at trust and holding on to faith in the face of difficult times. Jesus does not promise us that this commandment is easy, just necessary if we are to love as he loves us.
While sacrificial love demands of us that we die unto self, Jesus never asked us to ‘kill’ ourselves. The distinction matters. All too often the Church has been guilty of giving out this teaching in a way that people thought
they should put up with violent, undignified and soul-destroying behaviour from their spouse, children, parents,
family or friends. Sacrificial love is never destructive. It is a free gift where we sometimes forego other options,
opportunities and even good things for a love and life that is even better. The Lord laid down his life for us and in
turn the Father raised him up to a glorified life. What's true for him is true for us. We lay down our lives for each
other so we can take up a new and richer life. We are never meant to destroy ourselves or stay in relationships
that rip our dignity from us. Sometimes the most Christian thing we can do is to set up boundaries or make decisions that protect ourselves from behaviour which is neither loving nor Christian.
May this Eucharist then grant us the wisdom to love people and not things. May it help us embrace sacrifice in a
way that leads to life and may it give courage to sort out the relationships that affirm our dignity and help us grow
in faith, hope and love. © Richard Leonard SJ
Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian
Catholic Media Council and a film critic for all the major Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in cinema studies at the
University of Melbourne. He lectures in cinema and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and has been a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the University of Melbourne, a visiting scholar within the School of Theatre, Film and Television at UCLA and is visiting
professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Australian Catholic University, has lectured
widely and is the author of numerous books.

