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Dear Families,
Next week you will receive a general learning overview for each class grouping. This is to help prompt
conversations about learning at school and also clarify with your child’s teacher any questions which may
arise. This is an addition to existing communication with families and we would love to hear your feedback
as we continue this process each term.
There have been many questions regarding homework from our parent body and we recognise that there
are varying expectations and also many ways to approach this. We ask for your patience as we work as a
team to review past practice and adjust this to suit the current cohort of students. We know that homework
has minimal impact on student outcomes, however routine and the growing independence of our learners
is an essential lifelong skill. Speaking with parents, it is also apparent that time organisation and routine
are priority for our children, therefore home study tasks will require students to become more independent
in the planning for completion of tasks which considers other valuable afterschool activities and family
rituals. We will be meeting as a learning and teaching team now that we have all staff back to develop a
whole school approach to home study tasks at St James. We hope to clarify this next week. In the
meantime, the gift of reading is one of the most wonderful things we can support our children with. Please
refer to Donna Synan’s Learning and Teaching article in last week’s email.
School photos have been scheduled for later in the term so that whole group photos can be taken. With
current restrictions, we are unable to facilitate whole group photos. This decision has been made as we
know how much our families like to look back on who was in their class and when. It would be a shame
not to have these precious memories for the sake of delaying the process for a few weeks. I thank you in
advance for your understanding as we make this adjustment.
Thank you to everyone who responded to the before and after school care survey. We have begun meeting
with providers to ask for clarification around their approach to child safety, engaging programs, training
and consistency of educators etc. We hope to have out of School Hours Care up and running by the start of
Term 3.
Our new staff are trying to memorise which car belongs to each family in an effort to move the car line
through as quickly as possible. They are also trying to learn every child’s name. One simple way we can
support this is by cars having their passenger visor down to show your family name and also your child’s
name. These tags will be sent home next week and we ask that if you are using the car line of an afternoon
that you place these on the dash or on you passenger visor so that staff can refer to your child by name and
support them moving to their car. This is a strategy that many of us have used previously and it was really
great to be able to greet each child by name, acknowledge something about their day and to let them know
that we, as a staff are genuinely interested in getting to know them better.
This week we continue to introduce our 2022 team and hope that this supports you and our children to get
to know more about our staff and our passion for education and belonging to the St James Community. I
hope that staff profiles have been a further support as we transition into 2022.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Have a wonderful weekend and take care,

Bec Kollaris
principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
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INTRODUCING……..
St James staff for 2022
Phil Rebbechi – Religious Education Leader
Hello there, I'm Phil Rebbechi, Religious Education Leader and new at St
James' this year. It has been a delight to meet so many of you already so
please say hello if I haven't yet met you! I have been a teacher for many years
and have taught in schools all over Victoria, mostly in rural and regional towns.
I live in West Gippsland with my lovely wife Robyn and we have three
daughters.
I enjoy tinkering especially the mechanical kind and I'm a Brisbane Lions tragic
and third generation Fitzroy supporter.

Trish Hermann – Foundation Teacher
Hello All,
My name is Mrs Trish Hermann. I have been working in education for many years,
however, I decided to dedicate myself to teaching only recently. I graduated in
2021 and have been very fortunate to join your community at St James. I enjoy
my family, pets and making whatever I can.

Sonja Moritz – Year 5/6 Teacher
My name is Ms Moritz. I am so excited to be teaching Year 5/6 this year. I have come from
St Joseph’s in Warragul where I taught students in Grades 3 and 4. We had a lot of fun in
the classroom and I hope that we can also have a lot of fun learning this year.
I live in Warragul with my husband and two children Tayte and Claudia. I have a dog called
Wilma. Some of the things that I like to do are cooking. We have two chefs in our family
(my mother and brother), so when we have family parties we all end up in the kitchen. I
also like gardening, so on a nice sunny day I like to get outside and plant flowers. I walk
6.1km each morning with a friend as my exercise.
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Erin Bolton – Year 5/6 Teacher
I’ve been lucky enough to teach across all grades at St James, in many different roles
with different groups of students. My favourite thing about working at St James is the
friendly and caring community made up by our students, families and teachers. I love
seeing students grow and strive to be the best version of themselves. I hope my son
Henry, who is only a baby now, gets to go to a school like St James in the future.

Evan Parker – 5/6 Teacher
My name is Evan Parker and I am very excited to be starting at St James this year. I
look forward to getting to know all students and the fantastic learning to come.
I am a graduate teacher who worked as a classroom teacher and tutor at St Joseph’s
Catholic Primary School in Warragul. I graduated from the Australian Catholic
University in 2020. This will be my first year with my own classroom so I am looking
forward to making use of everything I have learnt and my past experiences to create
the best possible learning for everyone.
I live in Neerim South after moving back from Melbourne so I’m excited to be
continuing to work in the Sale Diocese.
We have had a great start to the year and I have really enjoyed meeting and getting to
know everyone in my class. I would like to thank them and everyone else in the school community for making
me feel welcomed. I look forward to working with you throughout the year.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – COVID19
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
COVID 19 At School
What happens if COVID-19 is at School?
The school will tell you if there is a case in your child’s class.

What do you do?
Use a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) on your child.
If they are well and a negative test has been received, they can come to school.

What do I do if my child tests positive?
Notify the school on 5942 5404 or email office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Isolate at home for 7 days

FACE MASKS
We remind parents that students are required to bring their own Face Masks to school.
Students in Year 3 and above must wear a face mask whilst indoors at school.
Students in Foundation to Year 2 are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask whilst
indoors at school
Students over the age of 8 years old must wear a face mask when travelling to and
from school on the School Bus.

Religious Education News
Mr Rebbechi
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2022 SACR AM ENTAL P R OGR AM
The sacramental program always commences very early in the year. On Monday Information was sent home with the
students to those families that are participating the sacramental program. If you are wishing for your child to participate
and you did not receive this information, please contact the school office via email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
As we enter the period of time that we prepare our Year 3 students who wish to celebrate their Frist Reconciliation
please take note of the Key Dates to remember below.
Sacramental Information Evening – Parents Only
7.00pm – Tuesday 15 February – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Commitment Mass
6pm - Saturday 26 February – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Parent/Child Workshop
7.00pm – Tuesday 1 March – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Sacrament of Reconciliation
7.00pm – Tuesday 22 March - St James, Nar Nar Goon
__________________________________________________________________________________
School Fees
School Fee statements will be emailed out to families (please check your spam/junk email) in the coming weeks. Please
be aware that Camp Fees for Year 3 – 6 students are not being billed at this stage, until booking
confirmations are in place, once COVID restrictions have eased.
For families that are paying their account via Direct Debit, the camp fee will still be incorporated in the calculations as
we anticipate the camps will be proceeding this year.
If your circumstances have changed and you now have a Pension or Health Care Card please ensure you let the office
know. We can then apply for assistance to reduce your school fees.

School Lunches
School lunches will be provided by Nar Nar Goon Takeaway on a Wednesday and Friday.
Please place your child’s Name, Class and Order on the front of a paper bag and secure payment inside.
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2022 Menu is attached to this Newsletter.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________Bunnings BBQ – Sunday 27 February
The Parents & Friends Committee conducts many fundraisers throughout the school year. The funds raised from these
efforts are put towards items for the students such as books, sports equipment, chrome books, playground upgrades
and much more. Due to COVID 19 the P & F has been unable to fundraise and are keen to get 2022 off to a good
start!

______________________________________________________________________________________

2023 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six – Spread the Word
We are taking enrolments for 2023!
If you have a student commencing in Foundation in 2023 please email,
office@sjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
If you have family or friends who may be considering St James next year, please get them to contact the school as
soon as possible to avoid a potential wait list. Enrolment forms can be collected from the office.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Absences
To avoid having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9am. Notification
can be completed via PAM, phone – 5942 5404 or email to office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
Please provide your child’s name, date and the reason for absence.
Late Arrivals/Early Departures
If your child will be arriving late to school or you are collecting early you must visit the office and fill in the Sign In/Sign
Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class to ensure minimal disruption is made to the
classrooms.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the E Safety Commissioner Website is there to help support parents and carers and
ensure that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at Safety Parents.
PAM
Here is the link for the St James Parent Access (PAM).
https://pam.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
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Your username is the email address that you have registered with the school. The first time you log in, we ask that
you use the forgotten password feature to set your own password.
ALL parents must access PAM to received up to date information and grant necessary permissions.
MEDICAL INFORMATION – When you update your child’s medical information in PAM – PLEASE ensure this is accurate.
The school must have current up to date asthma, allergy, anaphylaxis or medical plans for those students identified
with these conditions and any other medical conditions such as diabetes or epilepsy. This is to ensure we have relevant
information to assist your child with the management of these medical conditions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Calendar – Term 1
Week 5
Sun
20
Feb
Wed
23
Feb
Thurs 24
Feb
Sat
26
Feb
Week 6
Sun
27
Feb
Tues
1
March
Wed
2
March
Sat
5
March
Week 8
Mon
14
March
Week 9
Tues
22
March
Wed
23
March
Week 11
Friday
8
April

Fr Peter’s Retirement Mass – refer to Church Bulletin for details
Online Parent/Teacher Meet and Greets – 3.30pm – 6pm
Nar Nar Goon Bingo 5.45pm – 10.15pm
Reconciliation Commitment Mass (St James) – 6pm – 7pm
P & F - Bunnings BBQ Pakenham – 8am – 4pm
Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop (St James) – 7pm – 8pm
Ash Wednesday
SFX Officer & Berwick Open Day -10am – 2pm
Labour Day Public Holiday
Sacrament of Reconciliation (St James) – 7pm – 8pm
School Photos
Last Day of School

The Goon News
Please click on the link below to access The Goon News
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zXrs4QYvP4D8gp7zqrTYBb7cpN9omhh7/view?usp=sharing
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Nar Nar Goon Football Club
Hi School Community,
Hope you have all enjoyed the start to the new school year and that all of your students are settling in well.
The Nar Nar Goon Junior Football Club will be having their Registration Day on Sunday 6th of March 2022 from 10am
until 2pm at the Nar Nar Goon Football Oval in Spencer Street, Nar Nar Goon.
We have attached a PDF poster style information sheet that could also be displayed on a notice board within the
school environment.
The Nar Nar Goon Junior Football Club is for Boys and Girls, ages Under 8’s - Under 14’s, and if parents/carers have
any queries they can contact us on nngjfcregistrar@gmail.com
There will be a free Sausage Sizzle on the day with drinks available to purchase.
Training is on Wednesday nights, times are dependent upon age group and Games are played weekly on Friday Night
or Sunday.
Training starts on the 16th of March 2022 with the season kicking off on the weekend of the 23rd and 24th of April
2022.
Please reach out if you require any further information or have any questions.
Andrea Corrigan
Registrar
Nar Nar Goon Junior FC

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
20TH FEBRUARY 2022

Year C
First Reading

1 Sm 26:2. 7-9. 12-13. 22-23

A reading from the first book of Samuel
The Lord has put you in my power, but I will not raise my hand
against you.

Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph,
accompanied by three thousand men chosen from
Israel to search for David in the wilderness of Ziph.
So in the dark David and Abishai made their way
towards the force, where they found Saul asleep
inside the camp, his spear stuck in the ground beside
his head, with Abner and the troops lying round him.
Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God has put your
enemy in your power; so now let me pin him to the
ground with his own spear. Just one stroke! I will not
need to strike him twice. David answered Abishai, Do
not kill him, for who can lift his hand against the Lord’s
anointed and be without guilt?’ David took the spear
and the pitcher of water from beside Saul’s head, and
they made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one
woke up; they were all asleep, for a deep sleep from
the Lord had fallen on them.
David crossed to the other side and halted on the top
of the mountain a long way off; there was a wide
space between them. David then called out, ‘Here is
the king’s spear. Let one of the soldiers come across
and take it. The Lord repays everyone for his
uprightness and loyalty. Today the Lord put you in my
power, but I would not raise my hand against the
Lord’s anointed.’

The Word of the Lord
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.)
3. The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)
4. As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
As a father has compassion on his sons,
the Lord has pity on those who fear him. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Cor 15:45-49

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Just as we have carried the earthly image, we must carry the heavenly
image.

The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living
soul; but the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. That
is, first the one with the soul, not the spirit, and after that,
the one with the spirit. The first man, being from the earth,
is earthly by nature; the second man is from heaven. As
this earthly man was, so are we on earth; and as the
heavenly man is, so are we in heaven. And we, who have
been modelled on the earthly man, will be modelled on the
heavenly man.

The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation

Jn 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment;
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 6:27-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Be merciful as your Father is merciful.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are
listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat
you badly. To the man who slaps you on one cheek,
present the other cheek too; to the man who takes your
cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give to everyone
who asks you, and do not ask for your property back from
the man who robs you. Treat others as you would like them
to treat you. If you love those who love you, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners love those who love them.
And if you do good to those who do good to you, what
thanks can you expect? For even sinners do that much.
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what thanks can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners
to get back the same amount. Instead, love your enemies
and do good, and lend without any hope of return. You will
have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most
High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do
not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned yourselves;
grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and there
will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over, will be poured into your lap;
because the amount you measure out is the amount you
will be given back.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Parish Office: Iona - 0456000990 Kooweerup - 59971510
Parish Website: www.imkcatholicparishes.com.au
Parish Team
Fr. Avinash George (Parish Administrator)
Mob. 0451 997 904
Sharon Sparks (Parish Secretary IONA)
Ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au
Anne Nunn (Parish Secretary KWR)
kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Columba Primary School 5629 5933
Andrew Greco (Principal)
St James’ Primary School, 59425404
Bec Kollaris (Principal)
St John the Baptist Primary School, 5997 1653
Chris Dortmans (Principal)

Safeguarding
Our Parish is committed to providing a safe and
supportive environment for all people with special
concern for children, young people and adults at
risk.
Anne Nunn (KWR) Marlene Dalziel (Lang Lang)
Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Liz Harrison & Ray Hearn (Iona)
Sharon Sparks (Maryknoll)

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au

Monday 21/2

NO MASSES
THIS WEEK

-

Tuesday 22/2

FR AVINASH IS
AWAY

-

Wednesday 23/2

Iona

-

Thursday 24/2

Kooweerup

-

Friday 25/2

Nar Nar Goon

-

Saturday 26/2

NNG

6.00pm

NATIONAL CHURCH LIFE SURVEY 2022
The National Church Life Survey reports will assist
our parish to plan for the future and to understand
the parish community more deeply so that we may
truly live out the good news of the Gospel. As
churches make their way into 2022, it is clear they
have lived through a most complex year of challenge.
The NCLS to help church leaders shape a way forward with their communities, using the insights and
responses of their community and others around
Australia, to enable them to grow and develop more
deeply as disciple of Jesus and to spread his Good
News. Read more at https://www.2021ncls.org.au/
about ***Please note Our parishes will be doing
this survey on the weekend of 5th/6th March*****

Sunday 27/2

Kooweerup
Iona

9.30am
11.00am

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
2022

Liturgies

Lang Lang
Maryknoll

9.00am
9.00am

The Iona/Maryknoll and Koo Wee
Rup Parishes in Partnership 2022
Sacramental Program will begin
shortly with online Information sessions on the 15th, 16th
& 17th February. If you know of families
who do not attend our Parish schools
and have students who have been baptised and eligible to prepare for and
receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation
& First Communion (usually Grade 3) or
Confirmation (usually Grade 6), could
you pass this information to them.
Please contact Leonie Hester by email:
lhester@bunyip.catholic.edu.au for further information.
Thank you.

Reconciliation: Saturdays 5.30 to 5.50 NNG
1st, 4th and 5th Sundays 9.00 to 9.20 KWR
Other times by appointment
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Our parishes acknowledges the Bunurong and Wurundjeri
people, the traditional owners of this land, who have walked
upon and cared for it for thousands of years. We acknowledge
the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Presbytery: 59971510

NNG office: 0456000990

Parish Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR
Sick: Susan Kelly
Anniversaries : Beryl Walters
Recent Deaths:
“Eternal rest grant unto them , O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”

OUR OFFERINGS TO OUR PARISH
LAST WEEKEND
Iona: Stewardship—$921.60 Presbytery— $252.20
KWR: Stewardship—$792.00 Presbytery - $205.20

Please use the following link if you would like to
donate online
http://imkcatholicparishes.com.au/donate
Or contact your Parish office. Thank you

This weekend In the Iona-Maryknoll parish
we welcome
Elsie Lois Pintaudi
Daughter of Joseph and Tiffany

Parish Reading Rosters
19th/20th
FEB

READERS

NNG

PAUL

KWR

CONNIE

IONA

LEONIE

MKNOLL

GADY

LANG LANG

MARLENE

26th/27th
FEB

READERS

MUSIC/LEADER

NNG

SHARON

GADY

KWR

PETER G

IONA

VOLUNTEER

MKNOLL

NO LITURGY

LANG LANG

VOLUNTEER

Into the Christian community
and life of Christ
..may the flame of light received today be
kept alive
and shine and glow for
others to see and to use..
..to be a light of Christ for all.

MUSIC /
LEADER

SPECIAL
MINISTER

JO

SHARON
MASS
SPECIAL
MINISTER

MARY C

Eucharistic Ministers for the Sick
DATE

IONAMARYKNOLL

Feb 20th

Mary S

FEB 27TH

JO/KERRY

KOOWEERUP

Church cleaning/flowers
SYNOD 2021 -2023
SYNOD OF BISHOPS – EXTENSION:
The local consultation period for the
international Synod on Synodality has
been extended.
Submissions can now be received through the online
portal until Sunday, March 13.
Don’t miss out on this chance to take part in a global
conversation about the Catholic Church!
How are we called to walk together as Christians?
How can we listen to one another in making important decisions about our faith and our mission?
Find out more and share your contribution at:
https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch

MKNOLL

IONA

NNG

FEBRUARY–
JO

27TH FEB— CATH 20/2 TO 5/3—
RUSSELL
MARYCLAIRE

MARCH—KATE

6TH MARCH TRISH GIBBONS

6/3 TO 19/3 ALANNA

HEALING MASS
There will be a healing Mass at
St Patricks Pakenham on Thursday
March 3rd at 7.00pm
All Welcome

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au Parish Website: w w w .imkcatholicparishes.com.au

Parish Events/Information
PARISH OFFICES
Iona-Maryknoll parish office is located behind St James Church. 60 Nar Nar Goon Rd Nar Nar Goon
Open Tuesdays 10.30 to 3.30 and Friday 9.00 to 1.00—Sharon (Parish Secretary) Ph. 0456000990
Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au Please note change of hours.
Kooweerup Parish office is located at the Presbytery. 166-168 Station Street Kooweerup (facing Salmon St)
Contact Anne Nunn. Phone 59971510 Mob. 0457971265 Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
IONA-MARYKNOLL PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE Des Wynne (Chair), Gady Noonan (minutes) Frank Rovers, Leo
Garvey, Sharon Sparks, Ray Hearn and John Van Boxtel Next meeting: Tuesday March 1st 7.30pm at NNG
KOOWEERUP FINANCE COMMITTEE: Members—John Hester, Enzo Buccheri, Harold Keily, Peter Feltham
Parish Finance committees advise the Parish Priest on financial policies and matters of the Parish.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Iona-Mknoll reps: Sam Franzi, Rose Ahrens KWR reps: Peter Gallagher, Peter Damon, Bernie Hance. Minutes secretary—Sharon Sparks Ex officio members: Andrew Greco, Chris Dortmans, Bec Kollaris Next meeting Tuesday
March 29th at KWR 6.00pm—PLEASE NOTE EARLIER TIME
HALL HIRE: For hire information of our Parish halls please contact - Iona hall— Liz Harrison. Mob. 0437759844,
Fr Pooley Hall Maryknoll— Sharon Sparks. Mob. 0411500364.
ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: Meets on the 4th Sunday of the month.

The Iona-Maryknoll/Kooweerup Parish Pastoral Council is looking for new members!
Can you spare 6 or 7 evenings a year to assist with pastoral planning of your Parish.
Please contact Fr Avinash, Sam Franzi or the Parish office for more information
Lang Lang Community invitation to a welcome BBQ with Father Avanish.
The Lang Lang Community has invited Father to a welcome get to know each other BBQ tea, from 5.30 pm on
Friday 4th March at the Lang Lang Foreshore Picnic area.
Barbeques are available and we hope to see some of you come along in a COVID safe outdoor space.
The area is covered so is an all-weather site. The address is Jetty Lane Jam Jerrup just opposite the Lang Lang
Caravan Park. Melway Ref is P18: Q19 .
Please BYO everything and an extra chair may be a good idea. Enquiries to Marlene on 0429 814410

REFLECTION by

Dianne Bergant

Perhaps one of the most difficult lessons to learn is forgiveness of those whom we consider our enemies, those
who have wronged us. As challenging as this may be, the Gospel calls us to a very high standard: we must be
merciful as God is merciful. If such perfection can become a reality in our lives, we will be able to forgive. Paul
assures us that we can indeed attain such perfection, not by ourselves, but through the power of the risen Lord
whose image we bear.
Paul plays with the theology of creation. In the beginning, we were made like the first Adam, earthly, limited,
weak, concerned about the things of this world, and committed to our own well being. Through baptism we
have been fashioned after the image of the second Adam, Christ the risen Lord. Being like Christ, we become
godlike, empowered with his saving power, transformed with him into new beings. It is now in our power, which
is really the power of the resurrection, to be merciful as God is merciful. In the risen Lord we experience a mystical transformation. From now on, all of our actions can flow from this new reality.
Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where she taught from
1978 to 2014. She holds a BS in Elementary Education from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an MA and PhD in Biblical Languages
and Literature from St Louis University. Amongst other things, she served as President of Catholic Biblical Association of America (2000
-2001) and has been awarded honorary doctorates from several other universities. She was an active member of the Chicago Catholic/
Jewish Scholars Dialogue (1988-2017) and sat on the editorial boards of The Bible Today (1979-2005), Biblical Theology Bulletin (1990
-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly (1992-2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), Teaching Theology and Religion (2003-2005), and
Chicago Studies (2003-2009). She has taught and lectured in many places in the United States and abroad and has written numerous
books, articles and chapters in books.

