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INTRODUCING……..
St James staff for 2022
Over the next two weeks we will be introducing the 2022 St James staff.

Bec Kollaris - Principal
Hi Everyone, over the past year I've been lucky enough to be welcomed to and settle
into St James. I'm all about our children being at the front of all our thinking and
planning as a school. I have a passion for Student Wellbeing and Learning and
Teaching. Teaching is an absolute privilege and brings joy. We have a wonderful
community and I am working hard behind the scenes to ensure this is reignited postCOVID in 2022! You'll get to hear all about my little family - husband George, our 'big
boy' Wils and our trouble making rescue dog, Shadow!

Donna Synan – Learning & Teaching Leader
Welcome to the 2022 school year! I am very pleased to be joining the St
James’ School community this year. Over the past week, I have had the
opportunity to meet a number of friendly students on the playground
and in their classrooms, and look forward to getting to know all of the
students and parents in our school as we progress through the school
year.
Beginning in a new school setting is exciting and challenging as you
learn new routines and processes. I have been fortunate to have had
the support of all the teaching and administrative team in welcoming
me into this environment.
I come to St James with several years teaching and leadership
experience in the Catholic and Independent school sectors. As Leader of Learning, I look forward
to sharing my knowledge and expertise with our young learners through working in partnership

with our dedicated teaching team and parent community to achieve the best outcomes for the St
James’ students.

Megan Watts – Finance Officer
Hi everyone. Whilst I'm fairly new to the staff at St James, the school has
always been a big part of my life. Growing up in the area, I attended St James
myself, my Mum was a teacher here many years ago and my 3 children have
all gone to St James. It's a wonderful community to be a part of!
In the few short months I have worked here I have been welcomed and felt at
home. It's lovely seeing some familiar faces and also meeting new ones! I'm
hoping to eventually meet and get to know you all as we settle in to 2022

Rebecca Roche – Administration Officer
Hi everyone, my name is Mrs Rebecca Roche and I am excited to be a
part of the St James Community! I have a husband, three children a
dog and some newly acquired fish at home. Our fourth child, and
eldest daughter has recently relocated to Townsville! As a family we
spend a lot of time together and most of this is whilst our children are
playing basketball. I look forward to meeting each and every one of
you over the course of the year and of course getting to know your
children.

Julieanne Dell’Oro – Year1/2 Teacher
Hello everyone, my name is Mrs. Julieanne Dell’Oro and I will be teaching
Grade 1/2 from Monday-Thursday this year. You might have seen me around
school before as I have been lucky to teach at St. James for a number of years
now. I live with my husband, three wonderful children and our dog Billy. I am
super excited to share many wonderful learning experiences with our class
this year and have lots of fun!

Emma Powderham – 3/4 Teacher
Hi Folks! Emma Powderham here! I’m one of the grade 3/4 team at St James this year.
Over my time here at St James, I have taught Prep, grade 3/4, art and Spanish. This
is my 11th year here and I have loved the way St James has evolved over this time. I
have a 7 year old daughter called Layla and a dog named Polly. Family is really
important to me and I like to spend time with them as much as possible. I enjoy going
to the movies, travelling and cooking.

Shivonne Stewart – 3/4 Teacher
Hi my name is Shivonne Stewart and this year I am in the three / four cohort.
Last year some of you may have known me as the Physical Education
teacher. I have four adult children and as a family we love spending time
together and are all passionate water skiers. I barrack for the Tigers in the
AFL, my favourite food is Thai and colour is teal. I have a cat called Gypsy
and two dogs Zak and Harvey.

Lisa Banjac – Specialist & Year 1/2 Teacher
Hi Everyone! You can call me the 'Jack of All Trades' in 2022! Wednesdays I'm
taking Visual Art, Thursdays I'll be in Performing Arts mode and Fridays in the
classroom with 1/2JD. This is my third year teaching at St James and it's my first
job in the Sale Diocese. Your kids will hear all about my hobby farm with our
naughty escape artist sheep, crazy dogs Axel, Belle (the labrador that never
stops wiggling) and Vader, as well as Snap the horse and our mini pony Topsy.
My two year old son, Angus or Gus for short keeps my husband Daniel and I run
off our feet zooming around on his balance bike finding the next new adventure
to give me a near heart attack! Something you might not know about me is that
I have a long passion and history with the Arts; having competed in Calisthenics
for 20years and I enjoy dabbling in drawing and creative projects in my spare
time. If you too have a talent or skill in the Arts I would love to hear about it and
utilise your expertise!

Helen Donohoe – Tutor
Hi to the St. James school community,
This is my second year at St. James & I'm a familiar face to students in the Foundation & 1/2 area but I'm really
looking forward to getting to know more students when I'm out & about on the playground or working in small
groups in the classroom. I live in Officer with my family - husband Brendon & our little boy Billy who is in Year
1... I can't forget our dog Ziggy! It's going to be a great year together & last of all GO DEES!!

Janet Parker – Education Support Officer
Hi Everyone, this is my 8th year as an ESO at St. James. I am very passionate about my job and
love to see the children at St. James achieve the very best they can. I enjoy doing the LLI and STA
programs and love to see the continued improvement with each child. The children all know that
my favourite colour is orange and that I love netball. I have a wonderful husband, Terry, 2 daughters
and 6 Grandchildren, 3 of those that started Foundation this year. I LOVE being a Grandma.
______________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – COVID19
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
COVID 19 At School
What happens if COVID-19 is at School?
The school will tell you if there is a case in your child’s class.

What do you do?
Use a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) on your child.
If they are well and a negative test has been received, they can come to school.

What do I do if my child tests positive?
Notify the school on 5942 5404 or email office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Isolate at home for 7 days

______________________________________________________________________

Religious Education News
Mr Rebbechi

2022 SACR AM ENTAL PR OGR AM
The sacramental program always commences very early in the year. On Monday Information was sent home with the
students to those families that are participating the sacramental program. If you are wishing for your child to participate
and you did not receive this information, please contact the school office via email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
As we enter the period of time that we prepare our Year 3 students who wish to celebrate their Frist Reconciliation
please take note of the Key Dates to remember below.
Sacramental Information Evening – Parents Only
7.00pm – Tuesday 15 February – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Commitment Mass
6pm - Saturday 26 February – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Parent/Child Workshop
7.00pm – Tuesday 1 March – St James, Nar Nar Goon
Sacrament of Reconciliation
7.00pm – Tuesday 22 March - St James, Nar Nar Goon

Learning & Teaching
Mrs Synan

Hom e Reading
As we commence a new year of learning, we encourage all families to make home reading a priority because of the
well-known positive impact it has on our students’ reading and writing ability and their confidence and enjoyment of
these tasks.

‘It is the joy and love of sharing a good book on a nightly basis that sets the foundation for children’s reading success,
and ensures that reading is given the priority it deserves. Reading regularly with someone who cares is the inspiration
that all readers deserve.’ (Kaye Lowe)
Some ideas for encouraging a love of reading and strengthening your child’s reading skills at home:
 Find an uninterrupted reading time that works for your family.
 Set your child up for success. Introduce the book by talking about the illustrations and title. Read the blurb
and talk about the author, talk about any interesting or unfamiliar words, read a page here and there as your
child flicks through the book, discuss the characters. Read the story to them or share the reading if they are
not expected to read it independently.
 If your child is reading aloud to you, encourage reading behaviours and strategies that proficient readers use
such as: ‘I like how you broke that word up when you didn’t recognise it’, ‘I like how you changed your voice
to be the character in the story’ and ‘I noticed that you reread that sentence when it did not make sense to
you.’
 Help your child to make connections to the story or information text – chat about whether they expected the
story to unfold as it did, what surprised them or what they loved about it, what message it carried or what
new information they learned.
 Model what it means to be an enthusiastic reader. Create a home of readers where everyone reads. Talk
about what you have read. Read aloud what makes you laugh and share it with your child!

(Primary English Teaching Association Australia PETAA)

___________________________________________________________________

2023 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six – Spread the Word
We are taking enrolments for 2023!
If you have a student commencing in Foundation in 2023 please email,
office@sjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
If you have family or friends who may be considering St James next year, please get them to contact the school as
soon as possible to avoid a potential wait list. Enrolment forms can be collected from the office.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Parent Teacher Meet & Greets
Parent Teacher Meet & Greets will be held virtually on Tuesday 15 February from 4.00 – 6.00pm and on Wednesday
23 February from 3.30 – 6.00pm.
Bookings can be made via your PAM account. Please contact the school office by email –
office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au if you require assistance logging in.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Student Absences
To avoid having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9am. Notification
can be completed via PAM, phone – 5942 5404 or email to office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au.
Please provide your child’s name, date and the reason for absence.
Late Arrivals/Early Departures
If your child will be arriving late to school or you are collecting early you must visit the office and fill in the Sign In/Sign
Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class to ensure minimal disruption is made to the
classrooms.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the E Safety Commissioner Website is there to help support parents and carers and
ensure that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at Safety Parents.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PAM
Here is the link for the St James Parent Access (PAM).
https://pam.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Your username is the email address that you have registered with the school. The first time you log in, we ask that
you use the forgotten password feature to set your own password.
ALL parents must access PAM to received up to date information and grant necessary permissions.
MEDICAL INFORMATION – When you update your child’s medical information in PAM – PLEASE ensure this is accurate.
The school must have current up to date asthma, allergy, anaphylaxis or medical plans for those students identified
with these conditions and any other medical conditions such as diabetes or epilepsy. This is to ensure we have relevant
information to assist your child with the management of these medical conditions.

School Fees
School Fee statements will be emailed out to families (please check your spam/junk email) in the coming weeks.
If your circumstances have changed and you now have a Pension or Health Care Card please ensure you let the office
know. We can then apply for assistance to reduce your school fees.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------School Advisory Committee
Committee Members for 2022 are:
Rebecca Kollaris
Gehan Dedigama
Lizzy Cunningham
Steph Katta
Ryan Lawlor
Parent and Friends
Committee Members for 2022 are:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Advisory Committee Representative
AGM

Fr Avinash George
Tory Parker
Alana Pomeroy
Justine Langley

Meagan Rogers
Karen Lawlor
Emma Spoard
Donna Reilly
TBA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------School Lunches
School lunches will be provided by Nar Nar Goon Takeaway on a Wednesday and Friday.
Please place your child’s Name, Class and Order on the front of a paper bag and secure payment inside.
2022 Menu is attached to this Newsletter.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bunnings BBQ – Sunday 27 February
The Parents & Friends Committee conducts many fundraisers throughout the school year. The funds raised from these
efforts are put towards items for the students such as books, sports equipment, chrome books, playground upgrades
and much more. Due to COVID 19 the P & F has been unable to fundraise and are keen to get 2022 off to a good
start!

St James has been given the opportunity to run a Bunning BBQ at Bunnings Pakenham (near Officeworks) on Sunday
27 February. We all know that “many hands make light work” so we are looking for volunteers over the course of the
day. Time slots are allocated in 2 hour blocks from 8am in the morning and finishing at 4pm in the afternoon. Please
log in to your PAM account to indicate your preferred time to volunteer.
All volunteers must be double vaccinated and be able to show their certificate if requested to do so. Please contact
Meagan Rogers or Karen Lawlor if you have any further questions or queries.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Calendar – Term 1 (Weeks 3-5)
February
Codes for the online meetings will be sent to parents this week.
Week 4
Tues
15 Online Sacramental Information Evening – Nar Nar Goon -7pm
Feb
Online Parent/Teacher Meet and Greets – 4pm – 6pm
Week 5
Wed
23 Online Parent/Teacher Meet and Greets – 3.30pm – 6pm
Feb
Sun
27 P & F - Bunnings BBQ Pakenham – 8am – 4pm
Feb
Fr Peter’s retirement Mass – refer to Church Bulletin for details
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February Birthdays (to 18 Feb)
Harvey Rogers
Scarlett Dore
Owen Zimmerling-Leaver
Joel Grace
Willem Overdyk

Tyson Horvath
Indigo Henwood
Peyton Reilly
Antonio Cecere
Allie Casey

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
13TH FEBRUARY 2022

Year C
First Reading

Second Reading

Jer 17:5-8

1 Cor 15:12, 16-20

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on
those who trust in the Lord.

The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man,
who relies on things of flesh,
whose heart turns from the Lord.
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands:
if good comes, he has no eyes for it,
he settles in the parched places of the wilderness,
a salt land, uninhabited.
‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the
Lord,
with the Lord for his hope.
He is like a tree by the waterside
that thrusts its roots to the stream:
when the heat comes it feels no alarm,
its foliage stays green;
it has no worries in a year of drought,
and never ceases to bear fruit.’

If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain.

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached,
how can some of you be saying that there is no resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has
not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, you are
still in your sins. And what is more serious, all who have
died in Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been
for this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people.

But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of all who have fallen asleep.

The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation
Lk 6:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad;
your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5

(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
1. Happy indeed is the man
who follows not the counsel of the wicked;
nor lingers in the way of sinners
nor sits in the company of scorners,
but whose delight is the law of the Lord
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.)
2. He is like a tree that is planted
beside the flowing waters,
that yields its fruit in due season
and whose leaves shall never fade;
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)
3. Not so are the wicked, not so!
For they like winnowed chaff
shall be driven away by the wind.
For the Lord guards the way of the just
but the way of the wicked leads to doom. (R.)

Gospel Lk 6:17. 20-26
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece
of level ground where there was a large gathering of his
disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of
Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured
of their diseases.
Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the
kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.

‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out,
abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of
the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance
for joy, for then your reward will be great in heaven. This
was the way their ancestors treated the prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your
consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was
the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Parish Office: Iona - 0456000990 Kooweerup - 59971510
Parish Website: www.imkcatholicparishes.com.au
Parish Team
Fr. Avinash George (Parish Administrator)
Mob. 0451 997 904
Sharon Sparks (Parish Secretary IONA)
Ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au
Anne Nunn (Parish Secretary KWR)
kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Columba Primary School 5629 5933
Andrew Greco (Principal)
St James’ Primary School, 59425404
Bec Kollaris (Principal)
St John the Baptist Primary School, 5997 1653
Chris Dortmans (Principal)

Safeguarding
Our Parish is committed to providing a safe and
supportive environment for all people with special
concern for children, young people and adults at
risk.
Anne Nunn (KWR) Marlene Dalziel (Lang Lang)
Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
Liz Harrison & Ray Hearn (Iona)
Sharon Sparks (Maryknoll)

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au
NATIONAL CHURCH LIFE SURVEY 2022
The National Church Life Survey is on again this year
with over 20 denominations, including the Catholic
Church, across Australia taking part. NCLS is the largest, longest-running study into church life of its type
in the world. Several parishes in our Diocese,
including ours, are participating in this important
survey. The survey will take place during weekend
Masses (5/6th March) with questions about the
make-up of our parish, our parishioners’ view of the
parish, their involvement, how we relate to God
through prayer and reaching out to others. Read
more at https://www.2021ncls.org.au/about

Monday 14/2

NO MASS

Tuesday 15/2

Iona

9.30 am

Wednesday 16/2

Iona

9.30 am

Thursday 17/2

Kooweerup

9.15 am

Friday 18/2

Nar Nar Goon

9.30am

Saturday 19/2

NNG

6.00pm

FAREWELL LUNCH FOR FR PETER

Sunday 20/2

Lang Lang
Kooweerup
Iona

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am

FEBRUARY 20TH AFTER 11.00 AM MASS AT IONA

Maryknoll

9.00am

Liturgies

A SHARED LUNCH WILL COMMENCE AFTER
11.00AM MASS IN THE HALL

PLEASE BRING A PLATE TO SHARE
BYO DRINKS and outdoor CHAIR
COFFEE AND TEA WILL BE PROVIDED
Please pass the word,
it would be great to see a good crowd!

Reconciliation: Saturdays 5.30 to 5.50 NNG
1st, 4th and 5th Sundays 9.00 to 9.20 KWR
Other times by appointment
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Our parishes acknowledges the Bunurong and Wurundjeri
people, the traditional owners of this land, who have walked
upon and cared for it for thousands of years. We acknowledge
the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Presbytery: 59971510

Weather permitting we will be setting up
gazebos, tables and chairs outside in the garden
before Mass.
** anyone who has a pop-up gazebo and/or who
can assist with the set-up, please contact the
Parish office or Liz Harrison. Thank you!

NNG office: 0456000990

Parish Events
PLEASE PRAY FOR
Sick: Susan Kelly
Anniversaries : Bishop Arthur Fox, Fr Manny Spiteri, Fr
Les Lisik, Frances Nunn, Mary Jeffrey
Recent Deaths:
“Eternal rest grant unto them , O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”

OUR OFFERINGS TO OUR PARISH
LAST WEEKEND
Iona: Stewardship—$963.20 Presbytery— $271.70
KWR: Stewardship—$782.00 Presbytery - $194.10
Please use the following link if you would like to
donate online
http://imkcatholicparishes.com.au/donate
Or contact your Parish office. Thank you

This weekend In the Iona-Maryknoll parish
we welcome

Parish Reading Rosters
12th/13th
FEB

READERS

MUSIC /
LEADER

SPECIAL
MINISTER

NNG

Therese V

KWR

EILEEN

IONA

KAREN

MKNOLL

KERRY

BERNADETTE

MASS

LANG LANG

MICK K

MARLENE

19th/20th
FEB

READERS

MUSIC/LEADER

SPECIAL
MINISTER

NNG

PAUL

KWR

CONNIE

IONA

LEONIE

MKNOLL

GADY

JO

SHARON

LANG LANG

MARLENE

MASS

Noah Stanley Marson
Son of David and Nikita
Into the Christian community
and life of Christ
..may the flame of light received today
be kept alive
and shine and glow for
others to see and to use..
..to be a light of Christ for all.

Eucharistic Ministers for the Sick
DATE

IONAMARYKNOLL

Feb 13th

Lucy and Frances

Feb 20th

Mary S

Church cleaning/flowers
MKNOLL

Baptisms
Parents who would like to have their child Baptised,
please contact the Parish office—minimum 6 weeks
notice please.
St James’ : All weekends during 6.00pm Mass
St Joseph’s: 1st Sunday of the month during 11am
Mass
Holy Family: 2nd Sunday during 8.00am Mass
St Mary’s : 3rd Sunday during 8.00am Mass
St John’s KWR: 4th Sunday during 9.30am Mass
Baptism Co-ordinator KWR Carmelina 0401911092
Email: carmelinadecesari@gmail.com

KOOWEERUP

IONA

NNG

FEBRUARY–
JO

20TH FEB—MARY 6/2 TO 19/2—
SAYERS
JENNY & PAUL

MARCH—KATE

27TH FEB—CATH
RUSSELL

20/2 TO 5/3—
MARYCLAIRE

PRAYER GROUP IONA
Meets every Thursday morning at 9.30am at Iona.
FOR DETAILS CONTACT: MARY SAYERS: 5629 5339
FRIENDS OF JESUS DISCUSSION GROUP KWR
2nd Tuesday of the month 1.00pm at the St John’s
meeting room.
Next Meeting: MARCH 8TH

Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au Parish Website: w w w .imkcatholicparishes.com.au

Parish Events/Information
PARISH OFFICES
Iona-Maryknoll parish office is located behind St James Church. 60 Nar Nar Goon Rd Nar Nar Goon
Open Tuesdays 10.30 to 3.30 and Friday 9.00 to 1.00—Sharon (Parish Secretary) Ph. 0456000990
Email: ionamaryknoll@cdsale.org.au
Kooweerup Parish office is located at the Presbytery. 166-168 Station Street Kooweerup (facing Salmon St)
Contact Anne Nunn. Phone 59971510 Mob. 0457971265 Email: kooweerup@cdsale.org.au
IONA-MARYKNOLL PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE Des Wynne (Chair), Gady Noonan (minutes) Frank Rovers, Leo
Garvey, Sharon Sparks, Ray Hearn and John Van Boxtel Next meeting: Tuesday March 1st 7.30pm at NNG
KOOWEERUP FINANCE COMMITTEE: Members—John Hester, Enzo Buccheri, Harold Keily, Peter Feltham
Parish Finance committees advise the Parish Priest on financial policies and matters of the Parish.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Iona-Mknoll reps: Sam Franzi, Rose Ahrens KWR reps: Peter Gallagher, Peter Damon, Bernie Hance. Minutes secretary—Sharon Sparks Ex officio members: Andrew Greco, Chris Dortmans, Bec Kollaris Next meeting Tuesday
March 29th at KWR 6.00pm—PLEASE NOTE EARLIER TIME
HALL HIRE: For hire information of our Parish halls please contact - Iona hall— Liz Harrison. Mob. 0437759844,
Fr Pooley Hall Maryknoll— Sharon Sparks. Mob. 0411500364.
ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: Meets on the 4th Sunday of the month.

The Parish Pastoral Council is looking for new members!
Can you spare 6 or 7 evenings a year to assist with pastoral planning of your Parish.
Please contact Fr Avinash, Sam Franzi or the Parish office for more information
Lang Lang Community invitation to a welcome BBQ with Father Avanish.
The Lang Lang Community has invited Father to a welcome get to know each other BBQ tea, from 5.30 pm on
Friday 4th March at the Lang Lang Foreshore Picnic area.
Barbeques are available and we hope to see some of you come along in a COVID safe outdoor space.
The area is covered so is an all-weather site. The address is Jetty Lane Jam Jerrup just opposite the Lang Lang
Caravan Park. Melway Ref is P18: Q19 .
Please BYO everything and an extra chair may be a good idea. Enquiries to Marlene on 0429 814410

REFLECTION by

Dianne Bergant

Paul teaches us that, united to Christ through faith and in baptism, we are united in his death and resurrection. With Christ we die to sin; with him we rise to a new life. We cannot wait to see proof of our transformation before we change our actions. The proof is in the lives we live in faith. To deny that we have died and
been raised is to deny the resurrection of Christ. Paul insists that they cannot be separated. The challenge is
to live in and out of this faith.

Both Jeremiah and Jesus introduce us to such a way of living. It is a way of paradox, a way that moves us beyond the self-centred standards of the world. The poor, the hungry, those who weep, and those who are persecuted are really the ones who are blessed. The victims of our social and economic systems, those who have
been ravaged by war or have been made vulnerable by life itself are the ones who, if they place their trust in
God, will be blessed in the end. They may appear to be the outcasts of this world, but, if they are filled with
faith, they will inherit heaven. The wealth of this world and its pleasures are not the blessings that we might
think they are. They can blind us to the real values of life and prevent us from dying to the world and living resurrected lives in Christ.
Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where she taught from
1978 to 2014. She holds a BS in Elementary Education from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an MA and PhD in Biblical Languages
and Literature from St Louis University. Amongst other things, she served as President of Catholic Biblical Association of America (2000
-2001) and has been awarded honorary doctorates from several other universities. She was an active member of the Chicago Catholic/
Jewish Scholars Dialogue (1988-2017) and sat on the editorial boards of The Bible Today (1979-2005), Biblical Theology Bulletin (1990
-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly (1992-2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), Teaching Theology and Religion (2003-2005), and
Chicago Studies (2003-2009). She has taught and lectured in many places in the United States and abroad and has written numerous
books, articles and chapters in books.

