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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
This week we finally welcomed our Foundation and Year 1/2 students as whole cohorts. There was great excitement as our
children caught up with each other and enjoyed playing together outside. Tomorrow, we continue our staggered return to school
with the Year 5/6 cohorts returning.
We have really noticed how easily children at school are fatiguing as they use so much more energy. Where possible returning
to normal bedtime routines and additional healthy snacks will certainly help energy levels.
As students return to on-site schooling, we are fully aware of the hesitations that some parents and children may have. The staff
will be working intensely with children to review and develop their learning and to re-establish friendships as they make the
readjustments to onsite learning. As a school, we will be doing all we can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of students and
staff. Some of these measures are:


Extra daily cleaning of high touch areas including toilets and door handles



Social distancing wherever possible



Student furniture moved so as to provide adequate distancing where practicable



Designated areas of the playground for different cohorts of students



Mask wearing



Outdoor classes where possible



Increased ventilation in learning spaces



Hand sanitisation available (and students prompted to frequently use it)



Play equipment cleaned after each break



Sport / sandpit equipment cleaned after each session



Air purifiers to be introduced



Students with COVID-type symptoms sent home until securing a negative result from a COVID test



Minimisation of visitors on the school site



Mandatory vaccination of school staff, contractors and essential visitors.



Extra cleaning of student iPads and chrome books



Implementation of the school’s COVID safe plan.

We ask that parents remain vigilant in recognising any symptoms in their child or children (no matter how mild) and ensuring
that they remain home until receiving a negative test
Should you have any questions or concerns about returning to school, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Staffing
Carol McMahon has successfully applied for a position closer to home on the Peninsula. Carol has been an integral part of our
community as a parent and as a staff member. On behalf of our community, I thank Carol for the warmth, humour and
kindness she has brought to her role and our school. We will miss Carol next year.

Bec Kollaris
Principal

Address: 60 Nar Nar Goon Road,
Nar Nar Goon VIC 3812

Email: principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

Building Independent and
Responsible Learners

Carpark line
Due to restrictions currently in place, we cannot have parents parking in the paddock to collect students; all students are to be
collect via the car line. We will go back to the start of the year car line where we formed two lines to ease congestion on the
road. To help us move as many cars off the road as possible can you please close any large gaps between cars in the line,
complete your U-turn at the end of Nar Nar Goon Rd (highway end). Thank you everyone for your cooperation, understanding
and above all patience.

Mandatory Mask Requirements for students in Years 3-6
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has expanded the mandatory use of face masks indoors to limit the spread of coronavirus
(COVID-19) within the population of school settings to include primary schools. The use of face masks assists in providing an
additional physical barrier between people and to help reduce community transmission of COVID-19 across all of Victoria.
From Wednesday 13 October, students in Years 3 to 6 will be required to wear a face mask when indoors on school
premises, unless a lawful exception applies.
This currently applies to children of Essential Workers and then all students in Years 3-6 from the 26 October when they
return. We ask that parents please place a spare mask in their child’s bag should they need to change it during the day. There
are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a face
mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or mental health. At this time, there will be no requirement for students to
wear a face mask whilst outdoors during school time.
Whilst not required, it is strongly recommended by the Victorian Chief Health Officer that students in Foundation to Grade 2
wear a face mask indoors at school.

COVID Health and Safety
If your child is experiencing signs or symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not attend school until their symptoms
resolve and appropriate medical advice is obtained. This includes even mild symptoms of COVID-19.


Masks are required to be worn by parents at all times when at school.



Masks are now required to be worn by students in Year 3 -6 indoors unless an exception applies.



Parents are unable to come onsite due to current restrictions; communication with teaching staff is via email
or phone.



When entering the office foyer to pick up or drop off students, it is a requirement that you QR code check in.



COVID Exposure Sites – We ask that families please keep abreast of the COVID Exposure Site list and follow the
Government requirements. If you have been exposed and are required to quarantine, please contact the school.



Upon arrival at school or during the day, if your child becomes unwell, you will be contacted and required to come and
collect your child.



If student who is being tested for COVID-19 have siblings, who attend a school managed and operated by the Diocese
of Sale Catholic Education Limited (DOSCEL), then the siblings should also remain at home until a negative test result
is provided for the student awaiting test results.



Birthdays – we are happy to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s birthday in the classroom, however as previously
stated, due to COVID, children cannot bring chocolate, lollies etc. to share for their birthday.



All extra cleaning and hand hygiene that was in place last year, is still being adhered to.

Student Absences
To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9.00am via
Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au OR Phone – 5942 5404. Absences can also be marked in PAM.
Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for absence.

Late Arrivals / Early Departures
If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office and fill in the
Sign In / Sign Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class at an appropriate time to ensure minimal
disruption is made to the classrooms.
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we learn and play. We pay our respects to their Elders, past,
present and emerging. The St James Community acknowledges that we are built on the traditional land of the Bunurong people.
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E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the eSafety Commissioner website is here to help support parents and carers and ensure
that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at eSafety parents.

PAM
PAM (Parent Access Module) is our new Parent to School communication Platform. PAM will provide real time access to keep
parents updated with their children’s progress, important dates and messages. Resources such as student reports, parent
notified absences, sick bay notes will all be accessed via PAM.
If you have any issues or need help with PAM please contact the school via office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

25th October
Josh – 3/4LB
Riley – 3/4GB

St James Prayer

School Advisory Committee

Lord our Guiding Light,
Let us follow in the footsteps of St James with shell in hand
May the Spirit guide us to show love, peace and
forgiveness
Come follow me
Help us to strive to do our best in all the learning we do
We pray for wisdom with God's creation to care for all living
things
Come follow me
Help us to be a friend, like St James was to Jesus
Bless our families, friends and community
Guide our community to nurture and grow in faith
Come follow me
Amen

Committee members for 2021 are:
Rebecca Kollaris
Fr Peter Kooloos
Rob Vermeer
Gehan Dedigama
Ryan Lawlor
Tory Parker
Justine Langley
Liz Cunningham
Steph Katta
Alanna Pomeroy
Next Meeting: 23rd November (AGM)

Parents and Friends
Committee Members for 2021 are:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Monday Lunches
Advisory Committee Representative

Meagan Rogers
Karen Lawlor
Emma Spoard
Donna Reilly
Justine Langley
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2022 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six - Spread the Word
We are taking enrolments for 2022.
If you have, family or friends who may be considering St James next year please get them to contact the school as soon as
possible to avoid a potential wait list.
Enrolment forms can be collected from the office, please contact the office, office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au or phone
5942 5404 if you would like them sent home. We also offer School Tours by appointment.

2021 Term Dates and School Closure Days
Term Dates:

Closure Days:
Friday 29th October – Professional Development Day
Monday 1st November – Professional Development Day
Thursday 16th December – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th December – Professional Development Day

Term 4 4th October – 17th December

School Fees
Many in our community continue to face financial impacts as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Fee payers
requesting consideration for fee relief should contact Bec Kollaris via email principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au to set up
confidential financial support or to obtain further information.

No Hat No Play
Please ensure students bring their school hat to wear for recess and lunch as required for our SunSmart Policy. We
understand at this time shopping for a new school hat is difficult, if you find that it has been lost or outgrown students can
wear another SunSmart hat in the meantime.

Return to Students Returning to Onsite Learning

Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 3

Foundation

Foundation

Foundation

Year 1 & 2

18th – 22nd
Oct

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years F / 3 - 6

Remote
Years F / 3 - 6

Week 4
25th – 29th
Oct

Foundation

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years F & 3-4

Remote
Years F & 3-4

Week 5
1 – 5th Nov

School
Closure Day

Melbourne
Cup
Public
Holiday

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years F & 3-4

All students
return to
onsite
learning

st

Week 6 - 11
All Students at School
8th – 15th Dec
Blue Boxes = Year Level Onsite
(No Remote learning for that cohort)

White Boxes = Remote Learning
(Essential Worker/Vulnerable children onsite)
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Recipe request
St James Primary School is proud to announce that this year we are producing a beautiful
cookbook, Our School, Our Food, Our Community - St James Family Cookbook 2021, to be
published in time for Christmas this year.
We want your most loved recipes, your signature dish and that recipe that never fails which
everyone loves or asks for. We need recipes from as many families as possible. Our aim is
for each family at St James Primary School to have one family favourite recipe published.
All we ask is you let us know where the recipe came from, even if it’s from a much loved book
or magazine. Feel free to add a comment on why this recipe is special to your family and any
tips. Should any similar recipe have already been submitted we will contact you to request
another.
Submit your recipes at the website below

www.cc.recipes/stjamescookbook
All recipes are required by 2nd November 2021
Alternatively, you can submit a handwritten copy and we will type it up for you. Include your
contact details in case we need to clarify anything. The recipe can be dropped into the
‘Cookbook Box’ at reception.

Sponsorship request
St James Primary School is proud to announce that this year we are producing a premium,
professionally printed, beautifully presented fundraising cookbook to be released in time for
Christmas.
This stylish cookbook will reflect our values, creativity, sustainability, curriculum and will
unite our community with our local community through food.
Apart from personal recipes, the cookbook will also include various food related content,
artwork, poetry and photography that captures the spirit of St James Primary School. The
recipes featured in our cookbook are traditional with a great variety to choose from making
our cookbook unique and a wonderful keepsake.
This is an exciting opportunity for our local businesses to also get involved with highly
targeted sponsorship opportunities in the form of colour advertising, recipe features, and
business or brand placement.
Circulation estimated 200 printed copies.
Please refer to the prices for the types of sponsorship and how your business
can be involved in this exciting initiative.
Many thanks from the St James Primary School
Meagan Rogers
President, Parents and Friends Committee
Contact: 0409544357 Email: stjamespfc@gmail.com
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Sponsorship contract
Business / Organisation name

Sponsorship Options

Address

Gold Sponsorship: Full page colour advertisement
inside the book $200

Email

Silver Sponsorship: A half page full colour
advertisement $100

Phone

Bronze Sponsorship: A quarter page advertisement
inside the book $50

Name

If you need assistance with your add please email us,
we will be happy to help design something for you.

Signature

Date

All artwork must be submitted by Thursday 28th
October 2021. Please email your ad to
stjamespfc@gmail.com

Name of artwork

Price $00 inc. GST

Format type

We would like to thank you for your support by
sponsoring our cookbook. If, for any reason, our
cookbook does not go ahead, we agree to refund you
in full.
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EFT your payment to: St James P&F
BSB: 083 879
Account: 195 629 801
Please reference your business name
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