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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Towards the end of last term, some of our students were involved in writing cards and messages to our parishioners and local
community organisations. We have had several messages from the recipients of these cards and how the messages helped
lift their spirits. Yesterday, our local Victoria Police members Marie and Steve popped by to thank our children for their
thoughtfulness. They spoke with the junior students about what remote learning had been like for them and congratulated
them on their work during remote learning. Caring for and showing compassion and appreciation for all, not just those close to
us is important for our children to learn and our calling as a Catholic community.

The Invisible String is a beautiful story about reassuring children who may worry about being away from their parents and
special people in their lives. Paula has recorded this story for you to share this with your family.
We are on the countdown for school to return beginning with Foundation next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and then Yr
1/2 Thursday and Friday. Our staff are committed to keeping our children and community safe and there are many protocols
already in place that will be maintained such as regular hand sanitising, regular cleaning and ensuring spaces and well
ventilated. Should you have any questions or concerns about your child returning to school, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
During the staggered return to school as outlined by the Government, criteria for remote learning onsite will remain as it has
been for the duration of lockdown. From Wednesday 13 October, masks for years 3-6 have been mandated. Some students
may be exempt from wearing masks and these reasons will not be made known to the community. Can I encourage parents to
discuss why we are wearing masks and that if some children are not wearing masks, to respect that there is a reason for this.
We will be keeping our discussions to the facts and that is "We are wearing masks to keep us safe, just as we wear hats
outside to be SunSmart". Automated sanitising stations are also being installed at every classroom door to make accessing
hand sanitiser easier for students.
Our focus for the remainder of the year is reconnecting students and returning to routine. There will be some flexibility around
the days of specialist classes during the staggered return. This is so classroom teachers can establish routines when days are
limited e.g. Yr 3/4 being Tuesday and Wednesday. When we are all back full time, single subjects will return to Tuesday (PE
and Performing Arts) and Wednesday (Art and Spanish).
I appreciate that many of our children have had some significant growth spurts and that purchasing new uniform has
been difficult. We will be encouraging the correct wearing of summer uniform, however understand that this may not be
possible for everyone. Please email your child's teacher should you have concerns about uniform or if your child will be out of
uniform given the restrictions around access to Beleza. Outdoor learning is encouraged and therefore SunSmart hats are
required to be worn as per our uniform policy.
Visitors to school remain limited and pick up and drop off arrangements will revert to the car line only, I will let you know when
we can resume the use of the front paddock for walk up pick up of children.

Bec Kollaris
Principal
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Principal Report Continued
CampsUnfortunately, I cannot provide an update on the scheduled Year 3/4 and 5/6 camps as we are awaiting further information as
lockdown ends. At a local level we are preparing to attend the camps unless otherwise directed. Given that there is some
uncertainty around camps, the cost of these does not need to be paid just yet. School fee statements will be emailed to
families in a few weeks time once we have some clarity around camps.
2022Planning for staff is well underway and I hope to have this information to you during Cup week. As previously communicated,
the class structure will remain as it is- Foundation, Year 1/2, Year 3/4 (x2) and Year 5/6 (x2).
The first year of school and getting ready for this is so important and such a special time. Please be assured that we will do
everything we can to make the transition to Foundation as smooth as possible for your child, this could mean that transition
may involve a combination of google meets and after school activities. As with all COVID plans, we will keep you updated as
soon as we have further information.

Mandatory Mask Requirements for students in Years 3-6
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has expanded the mandatory use of face masks indoors to limit the spread of coronavirus
(COVID-19) within the population of school settings to include primary schools. The use of face masks assists in providing an
additional physical barrier between people and to help reduce community transmission of COVID-19 across all of Victoria.
From Wednesday 13 October, students in Years 3 to 6 will be required to wear a face mask when indoors on school
premises, unless a lawful exception applies.
This currently applies to children of Essential Workers and then all students in Years 3-6 from the 26 October when they
return. We ask that parents please place a spare mask in their child’s bag should they need to change it during the day. There
are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a face
mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or mental health. At this time, there will be no requirement for students to
wear a face mask whilst outdoors during school time.
Whilst not required, it is strongly recommended by the Victorian Chief Health Officer that students in Foundation to Grade 2
wear a face mask indoors at school.

COVID Health and Safety
If your child is experiencing signs or symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not attend school until their symptoms
resolve and appropriate medical advice is obtained. This includes even mild symptoms of COVID-19.


Masks are required to be worn by parents at all times when at school.



Masks are now required to be worn by students in Year 3 -6 indoors unless an exception applies.



Parents are unable to come onsite due to current restrictions; communication with teaching staff is via email
or phone.



When entering the office foyer to pick up or drop off students, it is a requirement that you QR code check in.



Upon arrival at school or during the day, if your child becomes unwell, you will be contacted and required to come and
collect your child.



If student who is being tested for COVID-19 have siblings, who attend a school managed and operated by the Diocese
of Sale Catholic Education Limited (DOSCEL), then the siblings should also remain at home until a negative test result
is provided for the student awaiting test results.



Birthdays – we are happy to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s birthday in the classroom, however as previously
stated, due to COVID, children cannot bring chocolate, lollies etc. to share for their birthday.



All extra cleaning and hand hygiene that was in place last year, is still being adhered to.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we learn and play. We pay our respects to their Elders, past,
present and emerging. The St James Community acknowledges that we are built on the traditional land of the Bunurong people.
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Student Absences
To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9.00am
via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au OR Phone – 5942 5404. Absences can also be marked in PAM.
Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for absence.

Late Arrivals / Early Departures
If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office and fill in the
Sign In / Sign Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class at an appropriate time to ensure minimal
disruption is made to the classrooms.

E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the eSafety Commissioner website is here to help support parents and carers and ensure
that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at eSafety parents.

PAM
PAM (Parent Access Module) is our new Parent to School communication Platform. PAM will provide real time access to keep
parents updated with their children’s progress, important dates and messages. Resources such as student reports, parent
notified absences, sick bay notes will all be accessed via PAM.
If you have any issues or need help with PAM please contact the school via office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

15th October
John – 5/6EP

St James Prayer

School Advisory Committee

Lord our Guiding Light,
Let us follow in the footsteps of St James with shell in hand
May the Spirit guide us to show love, peace and
forgiveness
Come follow me
Help us to strive to do our best in all the learning we do
We pray for wisdom with God's creation to care for all living
things
Come follow me
Help us to be a friend, like St James was to Jesus
Bless our families, friends and community
Guide our community to nurture and grow in faith
Come follow me
Amen

Committee members for 2021 are:
Rebecca Kollaris
Fr Peter Kooloos
Rob Vermeer
Gehan Dedigama
Ryan Lawlor
Tory Parker
Justine Langley
Liz Cunningham
Steph Katta
Alanna Pomeroy
Next Meeting: 26th October

Parents and Friends
Committee Members for 2021 are:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Monday Lunches
Advisory Committee Representative

Meagan Rogers
Karen Lawlor
Emma Spoard
Donna Reilly
Justine Langley
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2022 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six - Spread the Word
We are taking enrolments for 2022.
If you have, family or friends who may be considering St James next year please get them to contact the school as soon as
possible to avoid a potential wait list.
Enrolment forms can be collected from the office, please contact the office, office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au or phone
5942 5404 if you would like them sent home. We also offer School Tours by appointment.

2021 Term Dates and School Closure Days
Term Dates:

Closure Days:
Friday 29th October – Professional Development Day
Monday 1st November – Professional Development Day
Thursday 16th December – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th December – Professional Development Day

Term 4 4th October – 17th December

School Fees
Many in our community continue to face financial impacts as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Fee payers
requesting consideration for fee relief should contact Bec Kollaris via email principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au to set up
confidential financial support or to obtain further information.

No Hat No Play
Please ensure students bring their school hat to wear for recess and lunch as required for our SunSmart Policy. We
understand at this time shopping for a new school hat is difficult, if you find that it has been lost or outgrown students can
wear another SunSmart hat in the meantime.

Return to Students Returning to Onsite Learning

Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 3

Foundation

Foundation

Foundation

Year 1 & 2

Year 1 & 2

18th – 22nd
Oct

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years F / 3 - 6

Remote
Years F / 3 - 6

Week 4
25th – 29th
Oct

Foundation

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Remote
Years 1 - 6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years F & 3-4

Remote
Years F & 3-4

Week 5
1 – 5th Nov

School
Closure Day

Melbourne
Cup
Public
Holiday

Foundation
Year 3 & 4

Year 1 & 2
Year 5 & 6

Remote
Years 1-2 , 5-6

Remote
Years F & 3-4

All students
return to
onsite
learning

st

Week 6 - 11
All Students at School
8th – 15th Dec
Blue Boxes = Year Level Onsite
(No Remote learning for that cohort)

White Boxes = Remote Learning
(Essential Worker/Vulnerable children onsite)
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Successfully transitioning students back to school
Home-schooling is nearing an end. For parents, many of whom have discovered just how complex teaching can be, the return
to school will be a welcome relief. For children, going back to school may bring a mixed set of feelings. Eager anticipation
about reconnecting with friends and teachers will probably be accompanied by a level of anxiety about what school may be
like upon return.
School continues to be an evolving experience for students. For a start they’ve just experienced a prolonged period of remote
learning and an absence from their friends, which will take time to process when they return to school.
With organised extra-curricular activities put on hold most children have had a great deal of free time, which has placed the
locus of control firmly in their hands. Some kids will grieve their lack of freedom, as they’ve had a glimpse of what an
unstructured life is like. It may take some time for them to get back into the swing of being physically on campus for school.
With the return to on-site school approaching, here are some sensible strategies to make the adjustment easier for students.

Get ready for a return
Worriers and anxious types in particular like to know what’s ahead so your approach will make a difference. Prepare your
child for a return by discussing the safety procedures the school will be implementing. Let young children know that an adult
won’t be accompanying them past the school gate. Ask your child what they are looking forward to and check in with how they
are feeling about a return. Validate any fears and apprehensions and correct any misconceptions.

Go slowly
This period will mirror the start of the school year when your child had to adjust to new teachers, different classmates and a
new year level. Adjusting to change takes a great deal of personal energy, so your child may become tired, grumpy, even
moody at home. Make allowances for these personal changes and make sure they have plenty of free time to unwind after
school.

Focus on reconnection
Make reconnection the theme for your child’s return to school. He or she will have to reconnect with friends, teachers and
learning, which takes time. The teachers will use many strategies to help your child connect with their friends, reflect on their
time at home and move them back into full-time learning mode. Support these activities and keep your learning expectations
for your child in check. It may take extra time for some children to adjust to their life back at school.

Stay calm
It's easy to take on our children’s worries and fears. The reverse is true, and kids can pick up our worries, taking them on as
their own. As a buffer against anxiety, ensure you do something each day that brings you some joy, whether it’s listening to
music, going for a walk or having a coffee with a friend.

Look after yourself
For a prolonged period now, parents and teachers have been doing significant emotional labour. The learning and adjustment
curves have been massive, with little time to relax and take a break. Consider your own emotional resources and make your
wellbeing a priority, which will make it easier for you to stay calm if your child experiences difficulties.

Communicate confidence
It’s a fine line that many parents walk between being flippant (‘you’ll be right’) and showing confidence (‘you’ll do okay’)
when kids struggle to adjust to change. Children and young people want parents and teachers to understand their fears
and anxieties and to coach them to negotiate difficulties including adjusting to change. You can support your child
through sharing stories of resilience, focusing on the positives and letting them know that will eventually adjust.
The pandemic continues to serve up many difficulties, and we've all been forced to adapt quickly and repeatedly to new
situations. Flexibility is a prime characteristic of resilient people, so if nothing else, getting through these challenging
times will make us all more resilient.
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Classroom News
Foundation
Foundation students have been learning about measurement, using their hands to measure the length of objects and using
containers and water to find out which one holds more or less.
Jasmine -I like Art because we have been painting.
Dylan -In Maths we have been learning about containers that hold more or less.
Jack D -We have been measuring our feet to see how many paper clips long they are.
Zoe -I have learnt about length.
Owen -We have been learning about capacity.
Isabel -We have been learning /ch/ sound this week. The letters 'c' 'h' work together to make the /ch/ sound.

One/Two
Welcome back to Term 4! We are getting ready to come back to school soon and have been touching on how to talk to our
friends and include them in games. We have also been learning about how we see ourselves and others see us.
This week we had a guest in our Wednesday Google Meet, Mrs Kollaris and the students talked about what they were looking
forward to coming back to school.
We have also been making Mrs Veldman laugh with our jokes too! Here are a few of them.
Q. Which country is always dressed nicely?
A. Tie-land!
Q. What is a button you can't unbutton?
A. Your belly button!
Q. Why does the sea have so much water in it?
A. Because the sea weed!

Three/Four GB
On Thursday 16th September, we had a Mad about Science incursion. The topic we were learning about was forces. We met
Asti from Mad about Science. Asti was the presenter who ran us through the activities.
The first activity we did was to get an empty bottle, put water in it, then get a straw and blu tack to make a little diver man. If
you did it properly, when you squeezed the bottle the diver sunk to the bottom and when you let go, he swum to the top. It was
called a Cartesian diver.
The second activity required a plastic cup, cardboard a toilet roll and some different sized balls. You stacked the cardboard and
toilet roll on top of the open end of the cup. When you pulled the cardboard out gravity should let the ball fall into the cup. The
heavier the ball the more likely it was to land in the cup.
The next activity we did was doing an experiment with pieces of paper. We had flat paper, vertical paper and scrunched up
paper. We tested which would drop fastest. We found the scrunched up or sideways paper dropped the fastest. The flat paper
had more air pushing against it so it stays up. The more aerodynamic objects dropped faster. We made a cone shape out of
paper and it went like a rocket.
We did an activity with a balloon. We blew it up and held it and let it go. The air went one way, so the balloon went the other
way.
A lot of the activities relied on the force of gravity.

Three/Four LB
On Thursday 16th of September the Grade 3/4 classes took part in a really fun Incursion. Asti from “Mad About Science” came
to teach us about Forces and show us some interesting experiments.
First we made our own “Artesian Bubble” experiment using blu-tak, a straw, a bottle and a bowl full of water. When you
squeezed the bottle full of water the air bubble reduced and the straw sank. When you let go, the size of the air bubble
increased and the straw floated to the top again.
Next, we had a cup and a piece of card. We put the card on top of the cup and then we put a toilet paper roll and a ball on top
of the card. When we pulled on the card quite hard the ball and the toilet roll was supposed to fall straight down into the
cup. This showed us how the ball and the toilet roll wanted to remain in the same spot.
This was a super fun Incursion for everyone!
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Five/Six EP
SPORT (John): This week in sport we have to practice our football kicking skills. We had to do different kicking techniques
and handballing techniques. We had to set up two goals for us to kick through. The different techniques will drop punt, torpedo
and banana.
PERFORMING ARTS (Mia): On Wednesday for music we were focusing on our personal strengths. Our activity was to pick a
strength that best represents us then we had to do a little bit of a role play. We had to make up a scenario we’re that strength
was showcased by us. So it could have been honesty or self control. Then we made a role play with different characters. It
was really fun.
SPANISH (Lucy): In Spanish this week we learned about how to pronounce jobs in Spanish. We learnt that "Me gustaria
ser" means “I want to be” and we learnt jobs in Spanish. For example Científico means scientist and Polícia means Police. We
then recorded ourselves reading the words and pronouncing them.
ART: In art the students had to do some technique work on crosshatching. Cross hatching is a technique where you
draw parallel lines next to each other to create a shaded look. The closer the lines, the darker the shading. It is a good skill to
use for making 2D shapes look 3D. Picture below.

Five/SixVP
At the start of this term we began a new topic about natural disasters. During the first week we were learning about floods and
this week we are doing things about tornadoes. During the week about floods we did a simulation, a lesson about water safety,
learnt about flash floods and made a model of a flood. During the week about tornadoes we have made a tornado in a bottle, a
recording an emergency broadcast as if a tornado is approaching and we have learnt about dust devils.
In maths we are learning about data and measurement. Our math often ties in with the learning game, for example answering
questions using a graph about tornadoes or researching how much water falls each month in Melbourne (flood week).
During English we complete writing and reading activities which focus on whatever subject we are learning about. For example
completing pieces of work about tornado alley in America.
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