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Principal’s Report

Dear Families,
We have had a very busy few days. The Foundation, Yr 1/2 and Yr 5/6 groups moved to their new spaces with a great
buzz of excitement and lots of smiles. We also took this opportunity to have a big clean up and de-clutter of
spaces. Many of you would have seen the 12m skip in the driveway!
Yesterday we farewelled Ange Payroli. Ange has been a valued and much loved member of the St James community
for 30 years and during that time has worn many hats. We celebrated Ange's time with us at a special morning tea
where she, along with some students wore several hats to symbolize Ange's many roles and impact on our
school. Students then gathered to form a guard of honour where Ange could say goodbye to each student individually.
It was an emotional but fitting celebration and acknowledgement of Ange.
Today we farewell Kathleen Cuppen. Kathleen has been pivotal in many student's lives as an Education Support
Officer. Kathleen is leaving to pursue her interest in real estate and will be greatly missed.
Lisa Banjac will be supporting the whole school with technology on a Tuesday for the remainder of the year. This means
that Julianne Dell’Oro will support the Yr 3/4LB learning group on these days to ensure consistency for students, as she
already knows them well and has a strong relationship with the cohort. I thank Lisa for taking on this important role in
our school so that student learning continues to be supported in this area. Erin Bolton will replace the one day in Julie
Veldman's class on a Monday so that Julie can focus on her role as Religious Education Leader. Erin also has strong
relationships and knows the Yr 1/2 cohort well as their 2020 teacher. This will commence at the beginning of Term 3
Mid Year reports were sent home yesterday. If your child was absent, these have now been posted to you. You will
notice that the report format was far more detailed this year and form the basis of family conferences in term 3. Student
self assessments have also been written and these will be shared with you at the family conferences.
On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish you all a safe, happy and warm mid year break. See you all next term.

Bec Kollaris
Principal
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2022 Enrolments Foundation to Year Six - Spread the Word
We are now taking enrolments for 2022, officially, this closes at the end of June.
If you have, family or friends who may be considering St James next year please get them to contact the school as soon as
possible to avoid a potential wait list.
Enrolment forms can be collected from the office, please contact the office, office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au or phone 5942
5404 if you would like them sent home. We also offer School Tours by appointment.

COVID Health and Safety
If your child is experiencing signs or symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not attend school until their symptoms
resolve and appropriate medical advice is obtained. This includes even mild symptoms of COVID-19.










Masks are required to be worn by parents at all times when in the school.
Parents wishing to come into the grounds to drop off their children must scan the QR code on the way in.
Please do not enter the rooms and social distance whilst waiting.
Upon arrival at school or during the day, if your child becomes unwell, you will be contacted and required to come and
collect your child.
If student who is being tested for COVID-19 have siblings, who attend a school managed and operated by the Diocese
of Sale Catholic Education Limited (DOSCEL), then the siblings should also remain at home until a negative test result
is provided for the student awaiting test results.
Birthdays – we are happy to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s birthday in the classroom, however as previously
stated, due to COVID, children cannot bring chocolate, lollies etc. to share for their birthday.
Communication with teaching staff is via email or phone.
All extra cleaning and hand hygiene that was in place last year, is still being adhered to.
Schools can gather for assemblies but with students and staff only at this stage
Parents can come onsite for scheduled meetings with staff. Parents need to sign in.(needs to be booked ahead and be
for a significant reason)

Student Absences
To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9.00am
via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au OR Phone – 5942 5404.
Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for absence.

Late Arrivals / Early Departures
If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office and fill in the
Sign In / Sign Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class at an appropriate time to ensure minimal
disruption is made to the classrooms.

E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the eSafety Commissioner website is here to help support parents and carers and ensure
that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at eSafety parents.

School Advisory Committee

St James Prayer
Lord our Guiding Light,
Let us follow in the footsteps of St James with shell in hand
May the Spirit guide us to show love, peace and
forgiveness
Come follow me
Help us to strive to do our best in all the learning we do
We pray for wisdom with God's creation to care for all living
things
Come follow me
Help us to be a friend, like St James was to Jesus
Bless our families, friends and community
Guide our community to nurture and grow in faith
Come follow me
Amen

Committee members for 2021 are:
Rebecca Kollaris
Fr Peter Kooloos
Rob Vermeer
Gehan Dedigama
Ryan Lawlor
Tory Parker
Justine Langley
Liz Cunningham
Steph Katta
Alanna Pomeroy
Next Meeting: 3rd August

Parents and Friends
Committee Members for 2021 are:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Monday Lunches
Advisory Committee Representative

Meagan Rogers
Karen Lawlor
Emma Spoard
Donna Reilly
Justine Langley

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we learn and play. We pay our respects to their Elders, past,
present and emerging. The St James Community acknowledges that we are built on the traditional land of the Kulin Nation.

Address: 60 Nar Nar Goon Road,
Nar Nar Goon VIC 3812

Email: principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

Building Independent and
Responsible Learners

Assembly Awards
Monday 21st June
F/1/2

3/4GB

Betty – being a respectful listener
Jimmy – brainstorming lots of verbs
Pippa – great job using quotation marks
Travis – great job using quotation marks

Allie – wonderful growth in reading
Madison – wonderful growth in reading
Harry – wonderful growth in reading

3/4LB
Joshua – persistence with reading

5/6 VP
William – great thinking skills

Classroom News
Foundation/One/Two
 My favourite thing to do at school is handwriting because we get to do lots of different letters. -Owen
 My favourite thing is maths because we get to learn about shapes. -Zoe
 My favourite thing to do at school is Art because we get to create lots of things. -Laurel
 My favourite thing is writing because I can learn lots of new words. -Jack S
 I like to read because I get to learn to read lots of different words. -Miles
 I like writing because I like writing about the picture prompt. -Harvey
 I enjoy handwriting because we get to trace letters. -Scarlett
 I have enjoyed our maths investigations because you get to work with a partner. -Pippa
 I have enjoyed science because we have learnt about different body parts. -Kobie
 I like maths because I like learning about shapes. -Bailee
 I like science because we got to create an object that makes sound. -Luca
 I like writing because there are lots of options to write about, -Holly
Year Three/Four GB
What an incredible Term 2 we have had. This term has been incredibly busy with our Team 3/4GB working hard to achieve
our best. Sprinkle in the challenge of some remote learning and we are all ready for holidays and a well deserved rest.
In Maths we have been learning about multiplication. We have started practicing some of the easier multiplication tables and
we have been working with the grid or area strategy to solve complicated multiplication questions. - Amayah
In writing we have written a procedural writing piece. We have been writing instructions on how to draw a polar bear. We
have to write the steps down. Then we are going to read our instructions to a partner to follow our steps so we can see what
the picture looks like. My prediction is that I don't think they will end up looking like polar bears because my instructions won't
make sense. - Maddy
In Integrated we have continued learning about the First Fleet. Our last activity was to draw and paint pictures of the ships of
the First Fleet. I chose the HMS Sirus. – Riley

Year Three/Four LB
We have been writing information reports about a country. We need to include the foods, animals and some landmarks. On
our plan we had to write the population, currency and what language they speak. - Chloe, Xavier, Zali and Ben
We have been learning to apply subtraction strategies like the compensation, split and bridge to ten. We also learnt how to
rename when doing vertical problems and the numbers won't work easily so we have to borrow from 'next door'. - Jackson
and Hugo.
We have been learning about the Gospel of Mark and making posters in partners about different scripture stories from. In
Integrated, we painted pictures of the ships which were a part of the First Fleet. We also learnt about the differences
between our lives and convict children's lives. - Tate, Antonio and Grace
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Year Five/Six VP
I’m thinking the new classroom is pretty good. I like that it is a classroom that I haven’t been in yet been in, at St James. I’m
not used to not having as much space, I’m used to being in a lot of space. We’ve got stuff on the wall for writing which has all
the stuff you need to do. We are starting a new game about the gold rush. It's a role play board game.
We are now next to the other 5 and 6 classroom so we can do group activities.
We have groups of three, which means I’m not used to having smaller tables.
I think the new classroom is a change but a good one.
By Tom
In 5/6 the last week of term has been a lot of fun. We finished the dinosaur game and fortunately nobody has died. In the
game there were dinosaurs in the present. This was caused by the probe which was made to test time travel. We stopped the
probe and won the game!
Next term we are doing a gold rush game and are going to Sovereign Hill for camp. Another big event that has happened is
that we swapped classrooms with the 1/2 class. We are now next to the other 5/6 class. Our new classroom is a lot smaller
than our old classroom, but it is set up nicely.
By Amy and Adara

Important Dates to Remember (please note, we will be following COVID guidelines on all events)
12th July

20th July

Term Two Commences
23rd July
St James Feast Day Mass
Interschool Sport vs St Patrick’s at Home

Southern Metro Cross Country
30th July
Interschool Sports vs Trinity at Trinity

Dates are subject to change, for updates please check our school Website or App.

2021 Term Dates and School Closure Days
Term Dates:

Closure Days:
Friday 17th September – Professional Development Day
Monday 1st November – Professional Development Day
Thursday 16th December – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th December – Professional Development Day

Term 2 19th April – 25th June
Term 3 12th July – 17th September
Term 4 4th October – 17th December

Sacrament Dates for 2021
Eucharist - Term 3
Commitment Mass – 31st July and 1st
August
Workshops





Sacrament

10th August St James NNG
11th August Columba Bunyip
12th August St Johns KWR





21nd August St James NNG
22nd August St Johns KWR &
Columba Bunyip

26th June

3rd July

5th July

Ruby
3/4LB

Seb
3/4LB

Brianna
5/6RV

Monday Lunches
Helper
Mary Claire Patterson
Abby Scanlon
Rebecca Bishop

Monday 12th July
Meat Pie with sauce
or
Hot Dog with Sauce
Monday 19th July:
Steamed Dim Sims with Soy Sauce
or
Fried Rice – rice tossed with bacon, onion, peas and egg
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New Learning Environment
Our new spaces are slowly coming together. We have reorganised the middle rooms between the two Yr 5/6 and Yr 3/4
groups so that these are now breakout spaces. Break out spaces allow for staff to run small groups with a specific
focus. They also allow for students to work in small groups, where teachers can check in on them regularly. Working in this
way also supports students to develop greater independence and teamwork. These spaces are also effective 'quiet' areas for
students to work quietly.

Year 5/6 VP

Year 1/2 JV

Break out spaces
A staff resource room has also been established as staff had not had a space where they could collaboratively meet and have
collegial discussions. This space allows for staff to plan as a team so as to meet student point of need.
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NCCD Information Sheet for
Parents, Carers and Guardians
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On School Students with Disability
What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability
(NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments or “help” at
school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of students with
disability.
Who is counted in the data collection?
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:

1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same basis
as other students?

2. Is the help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students.

3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons
that the student needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student work,
assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and information about
how the student’s learning is moving along over time.
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a disability
group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.
What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?
In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There are four
types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social-emotional and physical.
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with
learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia),
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing loss
and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support students
with their learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a student in NCCD.
Teachers can use all that they know about the student’s learning and the records that they have
collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD.
What sort of help does the school give students?
Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while other
students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs of the
student. The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or things like
special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes to the work
they give the student or extra adult help.
How will the NCCD be different this year?
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use the NCCD
data as part of the funding to schools.
What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?
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Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families give
their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help the school
understand the child and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors, psychologists, speech
pathologists, doctor, and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for schools. These reports
along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your child’s work and learning plans)
helps the school to understand and meet your child’s needs.
What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?
Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the
information to the Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education Office to
make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government. The government
will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records. Please ask your school for their
privacy policy if you need to know more.
Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?
Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 2013).
Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask the school
not to count your child.
Where can I find out more?
Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the
national NCCD Portal.

2021 Interschool Sports Draw
Date
Friday 23rd July
Friday

30th

Friday

6th

Friday

13th

July

August
August

Versus

Home or Away

St Patricks

Home

Trinity

Away

St Agath’s B

Home

St Catherine’s A

Away
Football – Holm Park
Netball/Newcombe – St Catherine’s

Friday 20th August

St John’s

Home

Friday 27th August

St Catherine’s B

Home

Friday 10th September

Lightning Premiership

TBC

Games commence at 1.00pm.
Netball and Newcombe players will need to wear their sports uniform. Football players will be issued with a school jersey and
will require red football shorts and socks. A change of clothes, towel and plastic bag is required for wet days, as students
cannot return on bus muddy and wet.
Each students will need a drink bottle. Lunch orders will not be available on the Fridays of interschool sport for the students
participating due to early start of games. Please ensure your child has a packed lunch.
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