St James Catholic School,
Nar Nar Goon
Newsletter
19th March 2021 Issue 4
Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
As so many restrictions have eased, it can be sometimes easy to forget that we are still living in a global pandemic and that
there are millions of people around the world who are not as fortunate us. This year, above all others, it is important that we
remember the words of Saint Oscar Romero who asks us to “BE MORE” for those not just close us to, but also for others in
different parts of the globe. I’d like to share the following CARITAS prayer with youMay we, remember God’s love for us.
May we, remember those who are working hard to provide us with food to eat.
May we, remember those who have lost their jobs and who have no money to buy the things they need.
May we, remember doctors and nurses as they help the people who need them the most at this time.
May we, remember all those living and working around the world who work to end poverty, live justly and show respect.
May we, remember those who have no home or school to attend. May we, remember those who do not have doctors and
nurses in their communities.
May we, remember refugees who have no home to go to.
May we give thanks for those who make us laugh and smile, who are kind and caring and who show us how Jesus taught us
to live.
During this time of being apart from our some of our family, friends and communities, may we continue to hold them close to
our hearts.
We ask this in the name of Jesus.
Amen
St Oscar Romero, patron saint of Caritas Internationalis, pray for us.
Patron Saints of Australia, Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us
St Francis Xavier, pray for us. St Therese of Lisieux, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us
We also pray for students celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week – Allie, Antonio, Amayah, Madison, Rubie.
Jackson, Joel, Indigo, Chloe, Josh, Riley, Xavier, Indi-Rose, Matilda, Kaleb, Xanthe, Ruby, Eddie, Peyton, Imelda, Hugo,
Callum and Ben.
The Power of Sorry is this week’s Parenting Ideas article written by Maggie Dent.
Boys are very different to girls and therefore our parenting approach needs to be
very different. Maggie speaks of the importance of maintaining relationships with
your sons (and daughters) and strengthening that sense of safety and knowing that
we are always in their corner, no matter what the mistake. I deliberately use the
term mis-take to emphasise the need to cut the scene and take time to reset and
learn from the situation.

Bec Kollaris
Principal
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Principal Report Continued

SAVE THE DATE… PRAYERS AND PICNICS
EASTER LITURGY
Wednesday March 31 4.30-6.00pm

Families are invited to celebrate our Eater Journey
Liturgy at 4.30pm immediately followed by a BYO picnic
on the oval.
COVID safe practices remain in place including the wearing of
masks if you cannot maintain social distance, ensuring you
QR code when you enter and remain at home if you or your
family have any symptoms.
We look forward to seeing you all.

2022 enrolments
We are now taking enrolments for 2022, officially, this closes at the end of June.
Please do not assume that all is organised for your ‘budding foundations’ for 2022. Be sure to go through the enrolment process
by collecting and returning the necessary forms to the office. Families sometimes make the mistake of thinking that if they have
the first child begin school that the following siblings are automatically ‘in the system’.
Enrolment forms can be collected from the office, please contact the office, office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au or phone 5942
5404 if you would like them sent home. We also offer School Tours by appointment.

Student Absences
To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9.00am
via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au OR Phone – 5942 5404.
Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for absence.

Late Arrivals / Early Departures
If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office and fill in the
Sign In / Sign Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class at an appropriate time to ensure minimal
disruption is made to the classrooms.

St James Prayer

School Advisory Committee

Lord our Guiding Light,
Let us follow in the footsteps of St James with shell in hand
May the Spirit guide us to show love, peace and
forgiveness
Come follow me
Help us to strive to do our best in all the learning we do
We pray for wisdom with God's creation to care for all living
things
Come follow me
Help us to be a friend, like St James was to Jesus
Bless our families, friends and community
Guide our community to nurture and grow in faith
Come follow me
Amen

Address: 60 Nar Nar Goon Road,
Nar Nar Goon VIC 3812

Committee members for 2021 are:
Rebecca Kollaris
Fr Peter Kooloos
Rob Vermeer
Gehan Dedigama
Ryan Lawlor
Tory Parker
Justine Langley
Liz Cunningham
Steph Katta
Alanna Pomeroy
Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th May

Parents and Friends
Committee Members for 2021 are:
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Monday Lunches
Advisory Committee Representative
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COVID Health and Safety
If your child is experiencing signs or symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not attend school until their symptoms
resolve and appropriate medical advice is obtained. This includes even mild symptoms of COVID-19.









Upon arrival at school or during the day, if your child becomes unwell, you will be contacted and required to come and
collect your child.
If student who is being tested for COVID-19 have siblings, who attend a school managed and operated by the Diocese
of Sale Catholic Education Limited (DOSCEL), then the siblings should also remain at home until a negative test result
is provided for the student awaiting test results.
Birthdays – we are happy to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s birthday in the classroom, however as previously
stated, due to COVID, children cannot bring chocolate, lollies etc. to share for their birthday.
Communication with teaching staff is via email or phone.
All extra cleaning and hand hygiene that was in place last year, is still being adhered to.
Schools can gather for assemblies but with students and staff only at this stage
Parents can come onsite for scheduled meetings with staff. Parents need to sign in.(needs to be booked ahead and
be for a significant reason)
Parents wishing to come into the grounds to drop off must scan the QR code on the way in. Please do not enter the
classrooms. Social distancing will apply.

Update your details Operoo
Welcome to 2021. We all lead very busy lives and can often forget to update details.
If you have moved, changed home or mobile numbers, or have a new email address please update these in Operoo, this will
send us a message that your details have changed and we are then able to update our data base.
During the year if permissions are required for excursions or camps, Operoo is where this will be, as parents/guardians you
will log in and accept or decline.

E-Safety
When it comes to online safety, the eSafety Commissioner website is here to help support parents and carers and ensure
that together, we keep children safer online.
More advice and information is available at eSafety parents.

Important Dates to Remember
24th – 26th March

30th March

Life Ed

Caritas Boxes due back

19th April

20th April

School Closure

Students Commence Term
Two

31st March
Students Last day for Term
Easter Journey
Prayers and Picnic
4.30-6.00pm
25th April
ANZAC Day

1st April
School Closure
1st & 2nd May
Confirmation Commitment
Mass

Dates are subject to change, for updates please check our school Website or App.

2021 Term Dates and School Closure Days
Term Dates:
Term 1

27th

January –

1st

April (students start

28th

January)

Term 2 19th April – 25th June
Term 3 12th July – 17th September
Term 4 4th October – 17th December

Closure Days:
Thursday 1st April – Professional Development Day
Monday 19th April – RE professional learning
Friday 25th June – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th September – Professional Development Day
Monday 1st November – Professional Development Day
Thursday 16th December – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th December – Professional Development Day

March 13th – March 26th
Nathan – 5/6EP
Tyler – 5/6EP
Jasmine – F/1/2JV
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Indi-Rose – 3/4LB
Milla – 3/4GB
Lydia – F/1/2KH

Tom – 5/6RV
Xavier – 3/4LB
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Assembly Awards – 15th March
F/1/2KH
Owen – fantastic effort with his counting
Lydia – fantastic effort with her counting

F/1/2JV
Scarlett – for challenging herself when counting from different
starting points
Raiden – for challenging herself when counting three digit numbers

REL News
Sacrament Dates for 2021
Confirmation - Term 2

Eucharist - Term 3

Commitment Mass – 1st and 2nd May

Commitment Mass – 31st July and 1st August

Workshops

Workshops









4th May St James NNG
5th May Columba Bunyip
6th May St Johns KWR



Sacrament




10th August St James NNG
11th August Columba Bunyip
12th August St Johns KWR

Sacrament




22nd May St James NNG
23rd May St Johns KWR & Columba Bunyip

21nd August St James NNG
22nd August St Johns KWR & Columba Bunyip

Fifth Sunday of Lent
21st March 2021
Halima is raising two children in a Bangladeshi refugee camp while caring for her mother, who has a disability. A Caritas
Australia-supported program helped her with a shelter, cooking equipment and hygiene training. Halima now earns a small
income as a trainer, helping to maintain the health and cleanliness of her community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to so this transformational program can continue to empower vulnerable
women, men and children, and strengthen the communities around them.

Caritas boxes due back to school by Tuesday 30th March 2021
Julie Veldman
REL

Easter Mass Services
Stations of the Cross & Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s, Iona – Friday March 19th 7.00 to 8.00pm.
HOLY WEEK
Tenebrae Services:
St John’s, Koo Wee Rup – Tuesday, March 23: 7.30pm
St Joseph’s, Iona – Wednesday, March 24: 7.30pm
Maryknoll – Thursday March 25, 7.30pm
Holy Thursday April 1
Mass of the Lord’s Supper:
St John’s, Koo Wee Rup, 7.30pm
Followed by adoration for an hour and Reconciliation.
Holy Family Maryknoll – Liturgy of the Word 7.30pm
Followed by reflection in the garden.
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Good Friday
April 2
Maryknoll - Stations of the Cross
10.00am
Koo Wee Rup – Stations of the Cross 11.00am
These are town & community Ecumenical Celebrations
St John’s, Koo Wee Rup – Solemn Liturgy of the Passion
3.00pm followed by Reconciliation.
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil April 3
St James’, Nar Nar Goon, 7.30pm
Easter Sunday April 4
St John’s, Koo Wee Rup, 8.30am
St Joseph’s, Iona, 10.00am

Email: principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

Building Independent and
Responsible Learners

Classroom News
Foundation/One/Two
We have started learning about Place Value and using MAB blocks to make numbers. –Bailee
I have enjoyed making new friends. –Jimmy
We have been doing spelling points with our spelling words. -Jack G
We have been writing using picture prompts. –Pippa
I enjoy learning about Art such as drawing. -Jasmine G
We have been using the strategy of lines and numbers to practise our spelling. –Harvey
I like making silly stories with the teacher –Willow
I have enjoyed seeing my friends and teachers. –Lachlan
We have been learning about Author's Purpose in Reading. Authors write to persuade, to inform and/or to entertain. –Georgie
I like writing because I like using the pictures for ideas. –Maggie
We have been learning to make words with the letters we have been learning. –Ollie
I like playing with my friends. -Jack D
I have enjoyed completing the spelling levels. -Kobie

Year Three/Four GB
On Wednesday evening a number of our students celebrated their first reconciliation. It was a wonderful night and a great
family celebration. How wonderful to see our school community back together in the church. Here are some reflections of the
night.
We went up to Father Peter and told him the sins that we had. He asked us questions and he absolved us of those sins. Eddie
We went up to Father and had a little chat to tell him our sins. It was a bit scary at first but then it was quite fun. There was
about 13 people in our group at 7pm. - Riley
On Wednesday we celebrated reconciliation. After some readings and prayers we went up to Father Peter. We got asked to
go up with our parents. They introduced us to Father Peter. Then we said our sins to Father. He forgave us and he marked us
with the sign of the cross. We then went back to our seats and the others had their turn. - Chloe and Amayah
On Wednesday, we went to the church for reconciliation. We had our family name on our pews and that's where we were
sitting. The people who were doing reconciliation had to sit on the end so that when we went up to see Father Peter we didn't
have to walk all over everyone. We sung two songs, Choices and Turn Back to God. The candidates had to say a prayer after
speaking to Father. We also had to say the Act of Contrition to say we wouldn't sin again. - Indigo

Year Three/Four LB
Grace - In Integrated we've been working on a slide show about local organisations like the RSL and the Lions Club. It has
been fun finding pictures of ways they help our community.
Indi-Rose - We have been learning about rules and laws and groups in our community like the Scouts and the RSL. I have
enjoyed searching up the information about what they do.
Joshua - In writing, I have been having a lot of fun drafting, editing and publishing my Narrative. I am publishing it on my
iPad. It is called "Broken and Fixed".
Antonio - In Maths we have been learning about Capacity and Volume. We had to measure the capacity of different
containers using Millilitres and Litres

Year Five/Six VP
In class we have been focusing on time and shapes, in shapes we have been focusing on 3 dimensional shapes. Learning
length, width and height. We have been creating 3D shapes out of paper, and seeing what their faces, edges and vertices,
maybe even curved surfaces. We have also done a pre-test about shapes.
We have been learning about converting 12 hour times to 24 and back. We have learnt how to read clocks with half past, 5minute intervals and o’clock. We have been learning time zones from Greenwich. We learnt that 15° was an hour. We learnt
how many years were in a decade, century and a millennium, we have done a pre-test and post-test about time.
By Jade
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Classroom News
Year Five/Six EP
Some exciting things have been happening in 5/6EP! The students have been working on building a model of a pre-historic
scene using plaster and paint! First the students created a landscape with wet newspaper and then covered the features in
plaster to create a surface to paint on. Small groups worked on painting the scene and we worked on researching
Thylacines (ask your child what that is!) and writing a small fact file about it for the wall. Keep up the great work, 5/6EP!
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