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Principal’s Report
Dear Families,
Welcome back to the 2021 school year! We had a very exciting first day with students being welcomed through the balloon
arch as they waved goodbye to their parents. We did our very best to take a photo of each child/family and I hope you have all
received a copy of your child’s photo commemorating their return to school. Thank you to Mrs Parker and her expertise in
coordinating this.
Our Foundation students were very excited to begin their time at St James. We welcome-

Jimmy, Curtis, Jack, Ziera, Dylan, River, Jasmine, Isabel, Isla, Max, Zoe, Owen, Jack, Laurel, Willow, Ollie and
Lydia. Our new Foundation students were able to have a photo taken with their family and were given a book from the school
to encourage a love of reading. We’re sure that they will enjoy making new friends and beginning their learning journey with
us. We also welcome the Jarred family to St James.
I’m excited and honoured to be joining the St James community. I join you as a mum, wife and passionate educator with a
strong focus on student safety, engagement, wellbeing and learning. I believe that every student is capable of learning and
that learning needs to be adjusted to meet the needs of all students in safe and inclusive environment. As an educator in a
Catholic School, I am called to share the good news of the Gospel with students, staff and families in a way that respects their
personal dignity and sacredness.
Carpark line
Thank you everyone for supporting the continuation of the carpark arrangements. To help us move as many cars off the road
as possible can you please close any large gaps between cars in the line, complete your U turn at the end of Nar Nar Goon Rd
(highway end) and follow staff directions. Last night we had all cars off the road by 3.41pm and the car park clear by 3.53pm –
an amazing effort! Thank you everyone for your cooperation, understanding and above all patience.
Parents on site
I am very community minded and building a sense of belonging for our students and their families is among my priorities at St
James. With this in mind, I’m thrilled to share the following information with you.
While we prefer parents continue to use the carline, as of Monday February 8, parents will be able to park in the front paddock
and walk their children into school should they need to from 8.45am. We want to ensure that we a providing a COVID safe
environment for our students, therefore we will be adopting the following COVID safe practice:








The pedestrian gate next to the hall is the only access point
Parents must register at the QR code and sanitise at the gate
We recognise that social distancing can sometimes be tricky, therefore we ask that all parents wear a mask while on
school grounds
Parents will not be permitted inside classrooms due to density quotas
Should you need to speak to your child’s teacher, please email them and they will be able to make a time to meet with
you
Parents walking from the front paddock will need to walk behind the barriers currently in place so that we maintain a
safe distance from cars moving through the carline

At this stage, we will maintain the current pickup procedure so that we maintain social distancing protocols for students waiting
undercover for pickup at the front of the Church.
If at any time parents are on site for more than 15 minutes, they must complete a COVID declaration at the office.
Thank you for your understanding and patience as we review our processes so as to ensure a safe learning environment for
your children.
Take care,

Bec Kollaris
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Principal’s Report Continued
8.45am in classrooms
We have made the decision to reinstate the practice of students entering classrooms at 8.45am. This is to ensure that they
are unpacked and ready to begin their school day at 9am. During this time, students can read quietly, complete some
Mathletics tasks or participate in some mindfulness activities. A quick look at the time we will potentially gain over a term
equates to roughly 10 hours of learning. Students are expected to be at school by 9am. 8.45am is not a new start time,
rather a time for students who are already at school to get ready for their day.
Parent teacher meetingsA chance to share information with your child’s teacher and for the teacher to share information with you. These meetings are
being held in week 5- February 23 and 24. Further details to follow.

COVID Health and Safety
DOSCEL has advised temperature tests on the students are no longer required when they enter the school grounds, however,
the following still remains in place.
 If your child is experiencing signs or symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not attend school until their
symptoms resolve and appropriate medical advice is obtained.
 This includes even mild symptoms of COVID-19.
 The symptoms to watch out for are:

Fever

Sore throat












Chills or sweats



Shortness of breath



Cough



Runny nose

Upon arrival at school or during the day, if your child becomes unwell, you will be contacted and required to come and
collect your child.
If student who are being tested for COVID-19 have siblings, who attend a school managed and operated by the Diocese
of Sale Catholic Education Limited (DOSCEL), then the siblings should also remain at home until a negative test result
is provided for the student awaiting test results.
Birthdays – we are happy to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s birthday in the classroom, however as previously
stated, due to COVID, children cannot bring chocolate, lollies etc. to share for their birthday.
Communication with teaching staff is via email or phone.
All extra cleaning and hand hygiene that was in place last year, is still being adhered to.
Schools can gather for assemblies but with students and staff only at this stage
Parents can come onsite for scheduled meetings with staff. Parents need to sign in and wear a mask.(needs to be
booked ahead and be for a significant reason)
Parents wishing to come into the grounds to drop off must wear a mask and scan the QR code on the way in. Please
do not enter the classrooms. Social distancing will apply.

Advisory Committee

St James Prayer
Lord our Guiding Light,
Let us follow in the footsteps of St James with shell in hand
May the Spirit guide us to show love, peace and
forgiveness
Come follow me
Help us to strive to do our best in all the learning we do
We pray for wisdom with God's creation to care for all living
things
Come follow me
Help us to be a friend, like St James was to Jesus
Bless our families, friends and community
Guide our community to nurture and grow in faith
Come follow me
Amen
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School Photographs for 2021
Spargo Photography will be by our School Photographers, on Monday, 15th February 2021.
To ensure that your photos are returned as quickly as possible, please see below for new ordering system. Envelopes will
not be sent home, all orders are to be made on-line. If you are experiencing any problems please contact the office.
Students are to be in full summer school uniform.
ONLINE PRE-ORDER
There is no need to return any forms or payment to school before photo day, however, sibling photos must be requested
online before 5pm the day prior.
To order click on the following links;
School Photographs Orders
Access Key: FAD7F7T4

V-Pass
V-Pass is a new system we have installed in the office foyer for registering all visitors and staff on site. It has replaced the
old sign in sign out book for visitors and students.
You will be asked to sign in through this system when onsite for meetings and when it returns, volunteering at school. You
will need to enter your details, name, working with children’s number, complete the COVID declaration and child safety
terms and conditions. It is a very quick process and produces a name badge for you to wear whilst on-site. When leaving
simply sign out using the QR code on your name badge.
If you are picking up a student or bringing them in after 9:00am you will now sign them either in or out through the V-Pass
system on the iPad. The tab for this is named early leave/late pass.

Is your child Asthma ready for school?
As we launch into the new school year, it is important to help your child be asthma ready for school. Returning to school is a
peak time for asthma flare-ups and medical emergencies due to asthma. But often it can be prevented.
Make sure your child is asthma ready by following these steps:








See your doctor for an asthma review
This is a designated check-up for your child’s asthma, recent asthma control, symptoms, summer and back to
school triggers, and medication use. Don’t forget to include a check on their device technique.
Update your child’s written Asthma Action Plan
During the asthma review ask the doctor for a signed written Asthma Action Plan. Schools and Outside School
Hours Care will require an up-to-date plan for each student with asthma at the start of the new school year.
Evidence tells us that using a written Asthma Action Plan to identify and manage a flare-up sooner can help to
reduce hospitalisations, improve lung function and reduce the number of days off school.
Reliever medication and spacer
Check with the school about their medication policy and work with the staff to find the best way to manage your
child’s asthma medication, including before physical activity (where applicable). Ensure medication is in date and
with enough medication remaining. If not, purchase reliever medication and a spacer (and mask if age appropriate)
for use at school and ensure the pharmacist labels medication with your child’s name and you label the spacer with
your child’s name.
Talk to school staff
Make time to talk with the class teacher and the school nurse (where applicable) about your child’s asthma, their
written Asthma Action Plan and their usual triggers, symptoms and medication. Also talk to your child’s sport
coaches and supervisors of other school activities. Don’t forget to keep staff up-to-date with any change to
your child’s asthma management.

Visit asthma.org.au/back-to-school to help your child be prepared and have a healthy start to the new school year.

Address: 60 Nar Nar Goon Road,
Nar Nar Goon VIC 3812

Email: principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

Building Independent and
Responsible Learners

Classroom News
Foundation/One/Two
We have had an amazing start to the year. Our foundations have come to school and are working hard on how to be school
kids. The grade 1 and 2 students have been great role models and are very kind helpers.
Arthur - I've enjoyed playing Pokémon cards with Luca. I liked hearing about the Magic Faraway Tree book.
Rydah - I love playing with Miles. I like spelling today we did the blue then red writing (colour coding vowel and
consonant sounds)
Scarlett - I enjoyed playing with my friends outside. I like maths, we are doing lots of clap counting.
Maggie - I like listening to the book. I like rocket writing, we wrote fast about what we thought was in the Enchanted Wood.
Jack G - I like playing 2 square. In class I like learning Spanish with Mr P!
Billy - I like playing 2 square. I like holiday writing. (He did an amazing Holiday recount!)
Holly - I like playing on the big side (on the monkey bars). I like maths and doing the harder challenge work.
Harper - I like playing on the big side. I like writing about Christmas.

Year Three/Four GB
In writing, we began by writing about our holidays. Our focus was on punctuation, starting a new paragraph for a new idea and
putting it in chronological order - Tom
In religion, we have made a class prayer. We had to find a partner and come up with some ideas to put in our prayer. We
focused on thinking about our class, the school community and the bigger community. We put our ideas together to make the
prayer. - Amayah
In sport, we did the beep test. You have to run and make the other end before the beep goes off. We ran until we ran out of
energy. - Kaleb
In reading, we have been thinking about the different daily 4 activities. We have learnt about the skills that you demonstrate
when you read to self and read to someone, like when you read to someone, the listener should be looking at the book to help
if the reader gets stuck. - Chloe
We have looked at our school expectations of being Responsible, Respectful and Safe. We looked at each expectation one
at a time. We then broke it into three posters. For example, what responsible teachers do, what responsible students do and
what responsible visitors to the school do. We did this for the other expectations as well. - Indigo

Year Three/Four LB
Welcome back to 2021. 3/4LB have settled in well and learning is fast underway! We have enjoyed sharing about our
holidays and getting to know new members of our group.
We have been learning about Place Value being a base ten system - Ben W
I’ve really enjoyed making the Y Charts about Responsible, Respectful and Safe - Matilda M
This year, we have been focusing on Read to Self and Read to Someone - Antonio C
We have been given monitor jobs and I have found this interesting - Grace U
I enjoyed making the flags where we set goals for the year - Holly B
I liked writing about my holidays and drawing pictures as well - Jordan H
In sport we did the Beep test where you run back and forth between the beeps to see how many laps you can do. I did 10.9
and I was so tired! Hugo S

Year Five/Six EP
Welcome back to school and what a great start to the year 5/6EP has had already. We have jumped straight into our work
with smiles on our faces and lots of enthusiasm. Grade 5/6EP have settled into their new room well with a chilly air conditioner
and lots of space! Here's what Mia and Nathan had to say about our first few days!
"This year, we have Mrs Powderham as our teacher and we have a much smaller class. We have done a few tests already
about time and place value to show what we know. In 5/6 EP, we have been doing a class game and learning about fossils
and dinosaurs for our Term 1 topic. We have been learning about prehistoric life and what fossils are and how they form
underground. The start of the year has been great so far. We hope that in 2021 we have a better year than last year."
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Year Five/Six RV-AP
On the 4th of February Matilda, Aidy, Azaan and Adara contributed in a google meet with members of the Cardinia Council
and kids from a few other local schools inside the Cardinia shire.
The meeting was about teaching the children about the council, what they do and how they plan to help us in the future.
During the meeting we played ‘Would You Rather’, (Would You Rather is a game that taught us some of the jobs that the
Cardinia council do). We also talked about some things the council could do to improve the shire. Some suggestions were:
fixing the bumpy roads, more girl teams in football, soccer and cricket and more bins to help the amount of rubbish all over
the place. At the end of the meeting we all suggested some words to help the council make a shire vision. The shire vision is
like a moto.
During the meeting we all learned something new about how the council worked and what they did.
By Matilda, Aidy, Azaan and Adara

Foundation and Year Six Buddy Session
Foundation and Grade 6 students had their first buddy session today. Grade 6's read stories to their buddies and then we had
snack together.

Year Three/Four Camp 2021
As the school grows, we have had to consider the structure of our school camps. This year, the Year 3/4 students will be
participating in an overnight camp at Allambee Camp, Allambee Reserve on Thursday 25th November - Friday 26th
November. A member of the Australian Camps Association, Allambee is an Outdoor Adventure Camp where students will be
able to work on their teamwork skills and strengthen relationships with their peers. Our students have always found such
adventure camps incredibly enjoyable, especially the challenge of working outside their comfort zone. The cost of $150 will
be included in your fee schedule. Further information will follow.

Update your details Operoo
Welcome to 2021. We all lead very busy lives and can often forget to update details.
If you have moved, changed home or mobile numbers, or have a new email address please update these in Operoo, this will
send us a message that your details have changed and we are then able to update our data base.
During the year if permissions are required for excursions or camps, Operoo is where this will be, as parents/guardians you
will log in and accept or decline.
office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
Please see attached flyer for more information. Application forms available at the office.
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January
Liam 3/4GB
Tiahli 5/6EP
February 1st – 12th
Owen 5/6RV
Allie 3/4GB

Callum 3/4GB
Zoe F/1/2JV

Raiden F/1/2JV
Isla F/1/2JV

Lucy 5/6EP
Travis F/1/2JV

Eve F/1/2JV

Scarlett F/1/2JV
Peyton 3/4GB

Harvey F/1/2JV
Isabel F/1/2JV

Joel 3/4LB
Antonio 3/4LB

Curtis F/1/2JV

Student Absences
To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 9.00am
via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au OR Phone – 5942 5404.
Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for absence.

Late Arrivals / Early Departures
If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office and fill in
the Sign In / Sign Out Register. Office staff will take your child through to their class at an appropriate time to ensure
minimal disruption is made to the classrooms.

Important Dates to Remember
9th February
Safer Internet Day

15th February
School Photos

16th February
Shrove Tuesday
Advisory Committee Meeting

17th February
Ash Wednesday

18th February
No Tennis Lessons

23rd February
Parent Teacher Meetings

24th February
Parent Teacher Meetings

8th March
Labour Day Public Holiday

Dates are subject to change, for updates please check our school Website or App.

2021 Term Dates and School Closure Days
Term Dates:
Term 1 27th January – 1st April (students start 28th January)
Term 2 19th April – 25th June
Term 3 12th July – 17th September
Term 4 4th October – 17th December
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Closure Days:
Thursday 1st April – Professional Development Day
Monday 19th April – RE professional learning
Friday 25th June – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th September – Professional Development Day
Monday 1st November – Report writing
Thursday 16th December – Professional Development Day
Friday 17th December – Professional Development Day
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