
  

Principal’s Report 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Family Conferences 

I hope the students were able to immerse themselves into the experience of 
articulating their learning this week. I’m sure most of the students go into the 
conference with trepidation but the smiles as they exited the rooms were telling. 

The intent is to allow them to take ownership of their path. We believe that if we 
hand over the responsibility of speaking up and talking about their current situation 
and joining in with the conversation about their future steps, that they have more 
incentive and engagement in the path that lies ahead. 

Thank you to all of our parents who go the extra mile to organise their time to be 
there. It’s a great opportunity for the children. 

Country Fair 

The Country Fair committee have been putting in some serious hours over this year 
to create a successful fundraising event for St James. We have had an impressive 
number of donations and sponsorship by local businesses to help with this too, all 
with the tenacity of our committee. 

If you haven’t done so already, mark the 25th October (a Friday night) into your 
calendars so this is not missed. The children are going to love what’s on offer and 
it’s set to be a big event for our community. 

 

 

Dates 
30.08.19 

Fathers’ Day Breakfast @ 
8:15am 

Fathers’ Day Mass @ 9.30am 

Inter School sport St James vs. 
St Patricks @ St James 

02.09.19 

No Hat No Play 

03.09.19 

P & F Sewing/Working Bee 

05.09.19 

Mobile Library Visit 

06.09.19 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

Ends 

Junior School Incursion 

13.09.19 
Lightning Premiership 

20.09.19 
Footy Day – students wear footy 

colour $2:00 donation 

End of Term Mass @ 9:30am 

End of Term Three students 
finish @ 2:30pm 

07.10.19 

Term 4 Commences 

25.10.19 

Country Fair  

Coming Home Today 
Term 4 Monday Lunch Volunteer 

Form 

Dates are subject to change, 
for updates please check our 

school Website or App. 
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Student Absences 

To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, 

Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 

9.30am via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au 

OR Phone – 5942 5404.  

Please provide the student’s name, date and reason for 

absence. 

Late Arrivals / Early Departures 

If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has 

gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office 

and fill in the Sign In / Sign Out Register.  Office staff will 

take your child through to their class at an appropriate 

time to ensure minimal disruption is made to the 

classrooms. 

 

Advisory Committee  

Committee members for 2019 are: 

Executive Officials: 

Andrew McDermott and Fr Peter Kooloos 

Chairperson: Phil Martin 

Committee Members: 
Ryan Lawlor Gehan Dedigama 
Justine Langley Liz Cunningham 
Andrew Pomeroy Tory Parker (Secretary) 
Eve Koch  
  

Next Advisory Committee Meeting, 3rd September 2019 

 

Condolences 

St James School Community extends sincere sympathy to 
Gavin Balzary on the passing of Gavin’s Grandfather earlier 
this week. Our sympathy and prayers go also to Gavin’s 
family on their loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you 
all during this sad time. 

Hello Fellow Grandparents 

This cold, wet weather has certainly put a damper on getting 

outdoors and into the garden! 

But, Spring is around the corner and with the fair just two 

months away we need to quickly pot up cuttings or seedlings 

to give them a chance to get established by October. 

A great seller is pots of colour from annuals or biannuals, so 

grab a punnet or two of flowers or herbs and separate into 6 

pots, by fair time they’ll look beautiful.  

Please label your pots if possible (an icy-pole stick is good 

for this) so the buyer knows the type of plant and its colour. 

If you are not able to help with potting plants, maybe donate 

a gardening item (gloves, books, tools etc.) as we will use 

these for a raffle. 

Thanks in anticipation. Happy gardening. 

Carol & Jo 

Fathers’ Day Breakfast 

To celebrate Fathers’ Day, we will be having a special 
breakfast on Friday 30th August, for Dads and students.  
Breakfast will be served from 8.15am to 9.00am.   

If Dad is not available, a significant male in your child’s life 
is most welcome. (As this is for Dads only, staff will be 
serving with children. Mums can have the morning off). 

We will have Mass, in celebration of Fathers’ Day and this 
will be at the usual time of 9.30am.   

Premier's Reading Challenge 

The Premier's Reading Challenge finishes on the 6th of 
September. If you haven't logged your books, now is the time 
to do it. It would be great to see as many as possible 
complete the challenge. 

Monday Lunches  

Monday 26th August: 

Steamed Dim Sims – 4 steamed dim sims 
OR 

Chips and Gravy – deep fried goodness and gravy 
 

Monday 2nd September: 

Crispy Chicken Wrap – oven baked chicken tender with 
lettuce, & mayo 

OR 
Shepherd’s Pie – savoury beef mince topped with mash 
potato 

 

Pricing 

Meal Only  $4.00 Milk Box  $2.00 
Juice Box $1.00 Zooper Dooper $1.00 

Please mark your order clearly on your bag. 

 

 

 

Sunsmart Policy – Monday 2nd September 

As St James is a ‘Sunsmart’ school, we follow the 

guidelines set out to ensure protection from UV rays. 

Children are now required to wear hats for longer periods 

over the school year. From the beginning of September all 

children should wear hats. From Monday 2nd September, 

our school policy will apply, ‘No hat, no play.’ Please ensure 

your child has their school sunhat and that it is clearly 

named. 

Sunsmart also advises that sunscreen protection is 

invaluable for prevention of skin damage. Children are 

encouraged to bring SPF 30+ broad-spectrum sunscreen 

from home for their personal use (Cream or roll-on, No 

aerosols). Having a personal supply of sunscreen ensures 

it has been approved by parents and suits each child’s skin. 

For younger children it is an advantage to teach your 

children at home how to apply the cream. 

Sunglasses are also encouraged. Children are responsible 

for the safe keeping and wearing of sunglasses. All 

sunglasses need to be plain in colouring without any ‘bling’! 
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Assembly Awards 

Monday 12th August: 

Foundation: 

Luca – great job sounding out words when writing 

Koby M – fantastic job writing simple sentences 

about sloths 

Year 1/2L/B: 

Eddie – reading amazingly at Mass 

Tyson – amazing improvement with sounding out 

the sounds in words 

Year 1/2GB: 

Evie – her efforts in developing her reading and 

comprehension 

Hugo – great work on solving two step subtraction 

problems 

Year 3/4AP: 

Matilda – hard work and dedication to her 

Mathletics 

Hamish – his positive contributions during class 

discussions 

Year 3/4JK: 

Judah – dynamite job in his fast recall of his 1, 5 

and 10 times tables 

Tom – dynamite job sharing his knowledge with 

other members of the class 

Monday 19th August: 

Foundation: 

Arthur – dynamite job retelling The Boy Jesus in 

the Temple in his own words 

Darcy – dynamite job singing at Mass on Thursday 

Year 1/2L/B: 

Kobi U – following instructions and using your ‘first, 

then’ chart 

Liam – taking risks in his writing to use his own 

ideas 

Year 1/2GB: 

Ben – dynamite job partitioning numbers in maths 

Harry – dynamite job with his persuasive writing 

Year 3/4AP: 

Max – dynamite job in his procedural writing piece 

titled ‘How to drive a bobcat’ 

Owen – dynamite job in his length/perimeter test 

Year 3/4JK: 

Aidy – dynamite job reading information about 

Indigenous food types in class 

Adara – creating an inventive question to collect 

data at our school 

 

Foundation News 

Last week Foundation students celebrated their 100 days of 
school by dressing up as hundred year olds. It was great seeing 
students get creative with their costumes! During the day 
students participated in various activities with the theme of 100. 
Some of these were drawing themselves as 100 year olds, made 
a tower using 100 cups, made a ‘100 days smarter’ crown and 
writing about what they want to be when they grow up. 

When I grow up I want to be a….. 

 Carpenter because my Dad is. -Lachlan 

 Artist -Betty 

 Cheese maker -Darcy 

 Football player -Luca 

 Hairdresser -Eve 

 Vet or a doctor -Holly 

 Makeup artist -Bailee 

 Police officer -Travis 

 Hairdresser -Amelia 

 Zoo keeper -Pippa 

 Motorbike racer -Koby M 

 Football player- Kobie 

 Teacher -Felicity 

 Vet -Georgie 

 Vet -Sophie 

 Zoo keeper -Maggie 

 Monster truck -Arthur 

 Football player -Jaxon 

Year One/Two News 

The Grade 1/2s have really enjoyed sharing their learning with 
you during our Family conferences. Thank you so much for your 
attendance and listening to your child’s achievements and areas 
for growth. It was a great experience to get through their nerves 
and take ownership over their learning. 

Over the last fortnight we have continued delving into our Now 
and Then unit looking at school and transport and how it has 
changed from 100 years ago till now. Details about our upcoming 
incursion on September 6th will be released on Care Monkey 
shortly. We have some special guest speakers coming in this 
week and next week we will begin exploring all the wonderful 
museum items that have been brought in by families!  

Here’s a recap from the Grade 1/2 students of the last fortnight: 

 Madison - We have worked on the split strategy in maths. 

 Kobi - We have been learning about time. 

 Tyson - We have worked on the 'sh' sound. 

 Antonio - In writing, we have been learning about facts 
and opinions. 

 Joshua - We have been learning about persuasive 
writing. 

 Ruby P - We have been reading the BFG. 

 Milla - We have been doing raffle ticket awards. 

 Hugo - In maths, we have been working on 2 step 
addition and subtraction problems. 

 Tom - We've been learning about number lines and using 
it to do take away and plus. 

 Joel - We have been learning about the past and 
present.  

 Grace - We have been learning about days of the week.  

 Chloe - We have been learning about the split strategy 
in maths.  

 Indi - We've been learning the jump strategy in maths.  

 Jordan - We've been learning about details and facts. 
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Year Three/FourAP News 

In Grade 3 & 4 AP we have been learning lots of different things over the past two weeks. 

In writing we finished our procedure piece. We had to make a good copy. In the good copy we had to have a title, aim/goal, 
materials and steps. My good copy was about how to kick a goal in football. 

-By Spencer 

Now we are learning about texts that explain. They are called Explanation texts. They have titles and an introduction which 
has background information on the subject. They have an explanation sequence which includes details about how 
something happened or how something works and it also has images. They also have a little bit at the end as a conclusion. 

-By Brianna  

In maths we finished learning about chance. Some chance words are impossible, unlikely, even, likely and certain. If 
something is impossible that means it has a 0% chance of happening. If something has an even chance it has a 50/50 
chance of happening like flipping a coin, it could land on heads or tails. If something is certain it means it has a 100% 
chance of happening. 

-By Clae  

In maths we have been learning things about data and graphs. We have made column graphs, picture graphs and bar 
graphs. All graphs have an axis and picture graphs use keys which show us what each picture means. Graphs show us 
information in an easy way to read. 

-By Matilda  

In religion we have been studying Mary. Mary was the mother of Jesus. She followed God and would never say no to God. 
She went to heaven. She never sinned and she married Joseph.  

We have also been learning about Pentecost. At Pentecost there was a big gust of wind. It was the holy spirit which came 
and it gave the disciples the power to speak different languages to spread the word of the Lord. We made a poster about 
Pentecost.  

-By Clae and Spencer 

In history we have been learning about traditional Aboriginal games. One of the games we have been learning about is 
Koolchee. In competitive Koolchee there are two teams. Each team has the same amount of people. Everyone has a skittle 
in front of them and they use a ball called a Koolchee to try to knock the other team’s skittles over. Whoever knocks the 
other team’s skittles first wins the game.  

-By Spencer, Brianna, Clae and Matilda 

Year Three/FourJK News 

Adara - We've been learning about data in maths and how to make different graphs. In writing we've been doing procedure 
and we made a paper hat. Last week we learnt how to use Scratch and a how to code on our iPads. In reading we have 
been learning about inferencing, you use what info the author has said to figure out what the author hasn't said.  
 
Mia - We've been learning about discipleship and about Peter and how he denied Jesus 3 times because he afraid he was 
going to be killed because he believed in Jesus. In integrated we have been learning about indigenous food it depends on 
where you live to what you eat.  

 

Fun Facts 

 
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The phaonmneal 
pweor of the hmuan mnid! Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn't 
mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat 
ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can still raed it wouthit a 
porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod 
as a wlohe. Amzanig! 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Five/Six News  

On the 21st of August, William, Tijana, Peyton and Georgia went to Vicspell. Vicspell is a Victorian spelling competition 
sponsored by Oxford University. It travels throughout years 5-8. Two people are allowed to participate from each year level. 
William and Peyton participated in the grade five Vicspell. William went out on round 2 and misspelt the word jetty. Peyton 
came fourth overall. He misspelt the word reservoir, which is a French word. 

Tijana and Georgia participated in the year 6 Vicspell. Tijana went out on altar in round 3. Georgia went out on menagerie 
in round 3 also. Menagerie is also a French word. 

After that we got Hungry Jacks. It was delicious! Overall we did an extraordinary job and we are very proud of ourselves. 

 

Interschool Sport Year 3-6 

Date Versing Venue 
30th August St Patrick’s St James 
13th September Lightning Premiership TBA 

 

Our Parish Masses 

Koo Wee Rup Sunday 9:30 am 

Iona Sunday 11:00 am 

  

Nar Nar Goon Saturday 6:00 pm 

Maryknoll 2nd Sunday of the Month @ 8:00am 

  

9 WEEKS TO GO UNTIL COUNTRY FAIR 

There has been an HUGE amount of work going on behind the scenes to make the Country Fair a great success. We have 
had some very generous families/Businesses make a donation towards the Country Fair which is awesome and Thank 
you! 

Tuesday 3rd of September we are having a SEWING/WORKING BEE day at school for the Country Fair. We are opening 
this up to the school community to drop by and help out. If you can sew or have a sewing machine, we would love if you 
could bring that in. We will also be doing other jobs like 

- Wrapping up lucky dip prizes 

- Preparing items for Country kitchen 

- Sewing bunting and scrunchies 

- And anything else that comes up!!! 

If you can only pop in for an hour or a short amount of time that is totally fine too. For any further details, please contact 
P&F committee. Should be a fun day, full of chatter and cups of tea!! 

We are looking for some donations for prizes for our little activities we are going to be running. Items like,  

- Blocks or bars of chocolate 

- Bags of lollies 

- Small gift vouchers for EB Games, Coles Myer, Target, Smiggles, etc. 

- CASH of $5 & $10 notes  

If you are able to contribute, we would appreciate if you could drop it into the office 

ROSTER – list will be coming out in the coming weeks. Have a think about your favourite activity, “FIRST IN BEST 
DRESSED”.  

 


