
  

Principal’s Report 
Dear Families, 

Teacher ‘Release’ time 

The terminology used to describe the time that teachers are allocated out of the classroom is 
funny. In the education sector, it is called ‘release’ time – like they need to be saved from 
something horrific or from being enslaved! We’re accustomed to this jargon, but in describing it 
to people outside of education circles, I’m sure it comes across as humorous. 

Industrially speaking, teachers are allocated a certain amount of time away from the class, so 
they can perform many other facets to their profession. It’s no secret that they plan lessons, 
assess student work, target teaching and adjust learning experiences for a multitude of levels 
within any given class and undertake professional learning. None of this time is ever enough to 
save teachers from having to do this at home at night or during the holidays but it is all part 
and parcel of being a teacher. 

Being a school leader, in a formal sense, like Religious Education Leader, Deputy Principal or 
Learning Adjustment Leader, also requires time out of the classroom. These leaders in our 
school have one day ‘release’ weekly, to perform extra duties that are part of their special role. 

In the last few years, the Catholic Education Office in Warragul has established a very strong 
Teaching & Learning agenda that is having an impact across the diocese as a whole. Systemic 
data for our region has shown steady improvements in NAPLAN scores and improvements in 
Religious Education delivery, because of the clarity and focus on evidence-based strategies. 
Our leaders at St James, attend these Teaching & Learning Network days and other related 
professional development days. Julie is our Religious Education Leader; Rob is our Deputy 
and Curriculum Leader; Gavin is our Learning Adjustment Leader. It requires more days 
‘release’ for these key people in our school, but the improvements it brings, is well worth it. 

I hope this helps clarify the need for class teachers and leaders to be out of the classroom 
every now and again. The demands on schools to continue to improve call for us to do things 
differently and you may have seen a shift in the way the education system presents in contrast 
to how you remember it when you were at school. 

School Closure Tomorrow 

Speaking of professional development, all of the St James staff will be involved in Child Safety 
and Protective Behaviours sessions on the last day of term. 

I hope all of our students have a great recharging holiday and are ready for learning in term 3. 

 

 

 

Dates 
28.06.19 

School Closure 

15.07.19 

Term Three begins 

20.07.19 

First Communion Commitment 
Mass 6:00pm @ St James 

26.07.19 

St James Feast Day 

Whole school Mass @ 9.30am 

30.07.19 

Pilgrimage Mass – Year 5 

1.08.19 

First Holy Communion Parent 
Child workshop 

2.08.19 

Inter school sport (year 3-6) 
Trinity vs. St James @ Trinity 

6.08.19 

Advisory Committee Meeting 

8.08.19 

St Mary of the Cross Mass  

9.08.19 

Inter school sport (year 3-6) 
St James vs. St Agatha’s @ 

home 

10.08.19 

Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion 6:00pm @ St 

James 

Dates are subject to change, 
for updates please check our 

school Website or App. 

Coming Home Today 

Reports  

Monday Lunch Menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27th June 2019 

Issue 10 

Address: 60 Nar Nar Goon Road,  

                 Nar Nar Goon    VIC    3812 
Phone:  5942 5404  
Fax:  5942 5578 
Email:  principal@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au   
Website: www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au     
 

St James Catholic School, Nar Nar Goon 
Newsletter 

“Building Independent and 

Responsible Learners” 

Andy McDermott 

 

mailto:principal@stjames.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au/


2 

 

 

  

Monday Lunches  

Monday 15th July: Helper  

Hot Dog- Hot dog in a roll with sauce 
OR 

Loaded Nachos – corn chips topped 
with taco meat and cheese 

Emma 
Spoard 

& 
Simone 
Crowley 

Monday 22nd July:  

Fish Wraps – oven baked fish wrapped 
with lettuce and mayo 

OR 
Curried sausages – homemade curried 

sausages on mashed potato 

Tarryn 
Priest 

& 
Brooke 
Furness 

 
New Prices! 
Meal Only  $4.00 
Juice Box $1.00 
Milk Box  $2.00 
Zooper Dooper $1.00 

Please mark your order clearly on your bag. 

 
 
 
 

 

Student Absences 

To avoid students having UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES, 

Parents/Guardians are reminded to inform the School by 

9.30am via Email – office@stjamesnng.catholic.edu.au 

OR Phone – 5942 5404.  

Please provide the students name, date and reason for 

absence. 

Late Arrivals / Early Departures 

If you are dropping your child off late (after the bell has 

gone) or collecting him/her early you must visit the office 

and fill in the Sign In / Sign Out Register.  Office staff will 

take your child through to their class at an appropriate 

time to ensure minimal disruption is made to the 

classrooms. 

 

Advisory Committee  

Committee members for 2019 are: 

Executive Officials: 

Andrew McDermott and Fr Peter Kooloos 

Chairperson: Phil Martin 

Committee Members: 
Ryan Lawlor Gehan Dedigama 
Justine Langley Liz Cunningham 
Andrew Pomeroy Tory Parker (Secretary) 
Eve Koch  
  

Next Advisory Committee Meeting, 6th August 2019 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Reports 

The section of the school report that contains the pictorial 
progression ‘dot points’ is sent out today. This, together 
with the teachers capturing lots of learning experiences via 
Seesaw, should paint a comprehensive picture of their 
learning over the semester. 

After the term 2 break, the Family Conferences will 
provide the three-way conversation around your child’s 
learning. For our new families, this was traditionally known 
as Parent-Teacher interviews to discuss school progress. 
The Family Conference changes the focus from being all 
about the adults, to include the student’s voice. We know 
that when students are able to take more responsibility for 
their learning path, the more powerful the learning. What 
should this look like? In the Family Conference, your child 
should be given the opportunity to articulate their strengths 
and challenges and hence their learning goals for the 
remainder of the year. In the past, it would be narrowly 
reduced to a conversation around how well they have 
behaved. If there are behavioural issues to be discussed, I 
would recommend parents make an appointment to 
address this separately. 

Monday Lunches 

There is a need to adjust our Monday lunch price structure 
that will come into effect in Term 3. Instead of $5 for a 
lunch package, we will reduce the cost to $4 for the meal 
only. Then the price of either a ‘Fruit Box’ juice drink or a 
milk drink, will be added on. A juice will cost $1 extra and a 
milk drink will be $2. 

Our Monday lunches, organised by P&F, is not primarily a 
money making venture. It is more of a community service 
for the families of St James. This change in pricing is 
simply to keep up with the increases in recent times, 
particularly milk. In summary, a meal and a juice will cost 
$5 whilst a meal and a milk drink will cost $6. 

 

2019 Sacrament Program 

Eucharist: 

Commitment Mass – Saturday 20th July 6:00pm @ St James 

Sacrament of Eucharist – Saturday 10th August 6:00pm @ St James 

 

 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Thank you to ALL the students who got involved with Jump 
Rope for Heart!  

A huge thank you for the effort skipping and fundraising for 
the Jump Rope for Heart program this term. Together we 
raised an incredible $3352.83 and this money will all go 
towards vital heart research and education programs. 

We have loved seeing so many smiling faces skipping on 
the playground and in Physical Education lessons. Our 
Jump Off Day was a huge success.  

Than you again for your support and fundraising efforts. St 
James PS has some awesome skippers out there! 

All the best, 
Kim Hynes 
Physical Education Specialist 
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Assembly Awards 
Monday 17th June: 

Foundation: 

Bailee – dynamite job reading her prayers of the faithful in 

Mass 

Darcy – fantastic job spelling his sight word ‘the’ in his 

writing 

Year 1/2LB: 

Maddison – maths magician skills with addition grids 

Gracie – always recording your reading and getting your 

diary signed 

Year 1/2GB: 

Matilda – dynamite job in mathematics 

Amaya – great effort in completing her scientific report 

Year 3/4AP: 

Azaan – for taking part in class discussions and remember 

ing to put his hand up when doing so  

Oscar – doing so well in his maths curriculum 

Matilda – doing so well in her maths curriculum 

Year 3/4JK: 

Adara – working hard on her work presentation 

Tyler – producing a very detailed, well structure recount 

Judah – demonstrating terrific writing stamina 

Year 5/6 

Sean – outstanding poetry writing 

Cassandra – outstanding poetry writing 

Monday 24th June: 

Foundation: 

Maggie – dynamite job sounding out words in her writing 

Betty – dynamite job carefully forming her letters 

Jaxon – drawing beautiful pictures of Jesus’s baptism 

Year 1/2L/B: 

Indi- Rose – giving 110% in all her learning tasks 

Tyson – putting in a great effort in his learning today 

Year 1/2GB: 

Xavier – dynamite job in his mathematics work in addition 

Indigo – impressive efforts with her reading 

Jack – dynamite job writing up his science experiment 

Year 3/4AP: 

Blake – making strong decisions and encouraging those 

around him to do the same 

Lucy – doing so well in her maths curriculum 

Hamish – always being ready to learn and great class 

behaviour 

Year 3/4JK: 

Tristan – dynamite job in his thoughtful responses during 

class discussions 

Nathan – using creative side to create a model of the sun, 

earth and moon 

Joel Casey – building his confidence when speaking in the 

classroom 

Year 5/6: 

Alex – taking initiative when completing unfinished tasks 

Georgia – showing creativity in her information report 

Ellie – using creativity on her info report 

Tate – working hard during tasks 

Mathletics  

Today William Jacks achieved first place in Australia on 

Mathletics and is currently sixth in the world, well done Will. 

 

Semester One Extracurricular Activities 

Students have had the opportunity to participate in many 
extracurricular activities during first and second term, see 
below table for what has been offered. 

 Canberra Camp 

 District Swimming 

 Reconciliation 

 Class Masses 

 Stomp Dance Family Night 

 Ash Wednesday Mass 

 Division Swimming 

 Pakenham Show Art Competition 

 Catholic Education Week 

 National Simultaneous Storytime 

 St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal 

 Family Life 

 Icon & Plenary candle Visit 

 Choir 

 Board Games Club 

 Tennis 

 Canberra Camp 

 District Swimming 

 Reconciliation 

 Class Masses 

 Ice Cream Day 

 Caritas & Ice cream day 

 Grandparents Day 

 Confirmation 

 Mobile Library 

 Book Fair 

 District Cross Country 

 Mothers’ Day Breakfast & Mass 

 Confirmation Retreat Day 

 Say NO to Bulling Day 

 Jump Rope for Heart 

 Division Cross Country 

 End of Term Mass 

 Gardening Club 

 D & D Games Group 

 Walk to School 

 Teddy Bears Picnic 

 Caritas 

 Grandparents Day 

 Confirmation 

 Mobile Library 

 Book Fair 

 District Cross Country 

 

 St Vinnies Winter Appeal  

 

 

 

A big thank you to 
all the families for 
their generous 
donation to our St 
Vincent De Paul 
Winter Appeal. We 
were able to present 
on of the volunteers 
an abundance of 
food to distribute to 
those in need. 
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Foundation News 

Foundation students have reflected on some of their favourite days and learning this semester.  

 “My favourite day was Grandparent’s Day because I liked eating all the food.” -Lachlan 

 “My favourite day was Grandparent’s Day because there were team colours and the red team won.” -Kobie 

 “My favourite day was Grandparent’s Day because I got a blue ribbon because my team was in the lead.” -Pippa 

 “My favourite thing was doing a reading at mass because I liked standing at the lectern.” -Holly 

 “I liked our Mother’s Day celebrations because we got to have breakfast with our mums and sit with them at Mass.” 
-Georgie 

 “Science has been my favourite thing this term because I loved investigating what objects smelt like, looked like, 
and felt like.” -Sophie 

 “My favourite day was Grandparent’s Day because red team won and I am in red team!” -Bailee 

 “I have loved skipping!”- Darcy 

Year One/Two News 

We have had a great last few weeks of term with a whole school mass, free dress and hot milos! We have been reflecting 
on our learning about addition and thinking about the growth we have made in our pre and post assessments this term. We 
have also been listening to the Creation story from the book of Genesis and are rewriting our own version of each day’s 
events. Science has been fun and we have lots to tell you below about what we have been doing and learning! 

Ben and Chloe L- We have been mixing food dye, water and cornflour to make Oobleck. When we had it in our hands it 
dripped everywhere but when played with it, it became hard.  

Amayah, Chloe K and Tom - We wrote the Oobleck experiment in our writing books. We liked writing about Oobleck 
because we are learning about how to make it.  

Harry and Joel - When we work hard we sometimes get rewarded for our good work. If you get 10 gumballs you get a 
reward. 

Hugo and Jack - We also did an experiment where we mixed cocoa powder, puffed rice and icing sugar. We mixed it 
together. We came up with describing words to name what it looked like. We had to draw the results of the experiment. 

Chloe L and Indigo- We have been learning about scientific reports. We had to write the method which is the steps, the 
aim and choose a title. Our title was called A Slimy Experiment. We also have results, a discussion and a conclusion. 

Jasmine - In writing we also worked on information reports about animals. Some of us wrote about dogs and some 
wrote about rabbits. Some of us wrote about horses and some wrote about honeybees. 

Matilda - We have learnt about letter blends. We have been working on the ‘th’ blend, the ‘sh’ blend and ‘ch’ blend. The 
letter blends can be found at the start or the end of the word. 

Eddie, Tyson and Kobi- we learnt that water, food dye and corn flour makes Oobleck. We have enjoyed mixing 
ingredients and using a candle to melt the chocolate. 

Milla and Holly - If you moved the Oobleck around it would go slimy. You could actually roll it up into a ball. 

Antonio and Josh - We knew the less we fiddled around with the Oobleck the harder it got.  

Zali and Ruby - When we were mixing the ingredients for our experiment, there was too much water and it was watery. So 
we had to put more corn flour in. Then it was hard at the bottom but it was smooth at the top. 

Kaleb - we have been learning to think of descriptive words to describe what we see in experiments. The Oobleck was 
gooey, hard and soft. 

Imelda, Peyton and Callum - We have been learning about the creation story and how God made animals. We have 
enjoyed learning about the different days by listening to the Bible and watching the Bible for Kids App on an iPad. 

Riley, Indi-Rose, Allie and Maddy - In Religion we have been learning about God’s creation and how he made the world. 
God made the sky, the animals on earth and in the sea and he made the land. 

Liam, Tate and Gracie - In 1/2LB we can nominate each other for gumballs if we see each other being good around the 
yard and in the classroom. It makes you feel happy so you know to keep doing the good things that people like.  

 
Asthma  

Thunderstorm Asthma 

The devastating thunderstorm asthma event in Melbourne during last year’s pollen season highlighted the risk for people 
with underlying breathing conditions.  People with asthma and hay fever were particularly vulnerable.  You can help by 
ensuring your child’s Asthma Plan is up to date and the school has an in-date blue reliever puffer and spacer for them in 
case of an emergency.  

Asthma Kids 

Looking for a way to help your child understand more about their asthma or about a friend with asthma?  Asthma Kids is an 
online, interactive tool to help primary school aged children understand what it’s like to have asthma and what they can do 
to help. Check it out at asthmakids.org.au 

http://www.asthmakids.org.au/
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Year Three/FourAP News 

In Grade 3 & 4 AP we have been conducting lots of experiments. Here is what we have completed in the last two weeks: 

In writing we have started to learn about information reports. They have a title, description and conclusion. There are 
different types of words used in Information reports some are: subject specific vocabulary, adjectives and cause and effect 
phrases. - Azaan and Blake 

In maths we completed Mass and we have been learning about litres and millilitres. We got water and poured it into 
measuring cups and tried to guess how many  

it was. The highest one on our table was 900 ml and the smallest one was 200 ml.- Max 

In religion we have been learning about the sacraments. Some of the sacraments are: Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation 
and Confirmation. -Owen 

In science we have been learning about the sun and how far away the Earth is from the sun. It is 150 million kms away. The 
sun is 4.6 billion years old. It is made from things like oxygen, helium, carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen. 

Year Three/FourJK News 

Over the past few weeks students in Grade 3/4Jk have been exploring and investigating interesting facts and information 
about our earth, moon and sun. They have been busy fact finding, report writing and creating their own models, paintings 
and drawings. 

Tyler – Some interesting facts I discovered is that on the moon you weigh one sixth your normal earths weight and that the 
moon is 384,000km away from earth. 

Islah – I’ve enjoyed learning that 70% of the earth is covered in water and that the sun is a ball of gas. I’ve also liked doing 
the sun and moon paintings. 

Tiahli – I learnt that the moon is so small that you could fit 50 moons inside the earth and that if you were to drive to the sun 
it would take you 175 days if you were driving at 100km/h. 

Mia – I’ve enjoyed learning about some of the different planets because I did not know that the sun was mostly made of 
gases. Also that earth was the third biggest planet and the third smallest planet to the gas giants. 

Year Five/Six News  

Jump for joy!  
This term we did Jump Rope for Heart, the aim of the program was to raise money for people with heart problems. Jump 
Rope for Heart was not all about having fun, however it was extremely enjoyable. We could see people improving their 
skipping skills. At the end of the program everyone got to show off their newly created skills. After that, everyone who was 
raising money got a certificate of appreciation. Altogether we smashed the amount of money we aimed to raise. Our goal 
was $2500 but we got above $3000 which is a great effort.  

Stella, Jack L, Rory and Jaylen. 

Canberra camp: 

This year we went to Canberra camp which tells us about the history of Australia. Each morning we had to wake up at 
around 6:30 a.m. We loved the AIS Sport Centre, but inside of the AIS Sports Centre there was the Sport ex simulator room. 
We then had a tour of the centre. We swam in the pool where the Olympians trained. We liked the war memorial. We also 
got to meet people who were in the war. There was a room where we saw what the war was like, and where they stayed in 
the trenches. We saw what the people who had a disease in their foot. Overall we loved all the events we were in.  

 
Written by Digasaur (Tijana, Tate, William and Connor) 

This semester, we as the 5/6 class have been playing the dinosaur game, the longest game we have played since our first 
game, Finders & Keepers. The game helps us learn about prehistoric creatures and it helps us with other subjects (math, 
English etc.) at the same time. The aim of the game is to travel back in time and find evidence of prehistoric life as 
palaeontologists to please Dr Darcy (our boss), to help the Melbourne Museum. We learn while having fun at the same time 
and we also learn the basics of getting a job. The game is also very exciting, with cliff-hangers at every turn. We have 
already dodged an avalanche, found proof of a Tasmanian Tiger and we nearly got killed by a Terror Bird (this is in the 
game, not real life) but we somehow end up being okay every time, well nearly every time. We have been playing the game 
for one term and a quarter, but we plan to play for the third term. We all really enjoy the game and hope that we don’t die in 
the game. We all think we’re doing well. 

By Alex, Peyton, Ellie and Shari. Team Tewillrexu 

In the first semester, the thing that stood out for us was the dinosaur game. We are playing as palaeontologists, (people who 
collect fossils). But not your normal palaeontologists. We time travel to collect things from extinct animals, such as their scat 
and photo evidence of them. We go on adventures into the past for our employer, Dr. Judith Darcy. She wants us to find 
evidence of animals that went extinct or fossils found further back in time. It’s a fun and thrilling adventure (and we’ve almost 
died several times).  

Team Ridiculous Raptors. (Tayla, Tarrant, Jack D and Cassandra) 
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Year Five/Six News Continued 

This year in class we have been learning about dinosaurs and past life, it’s a choices game. The game itself is not a 
playing game but it has activities that we have to complete. The game started at the start of term 2. It has nine stages and 
we are currently on stage 4. We are currently in the past Australia about 25000 years ago, when the megafauna existed. 
We have been to the 1880’s and we found the Tasmanian Tiger. We found a Tasmanian Tiger in the modern day as well! 
We have recently saved a megatherium (a large wombat). Little did we know, that megatherium would save us!  All in one 
it is an amazing game and we have had so much fun so far. We are looking forward to what Mr Vermeer plans to throw at 
us next. 

 

Interschool Sport Year 3-6 

Date Versing Venue 
2nd August Trinity Trinity – 103-129 Oakgrove Dr, Narre Warren 
9th August St Agatha’s St James 
16th August St Patrick’s St James 
23rd August St Catherine’s St Catherine’s – 73 Ridgemont Dr, Berwick 

Newcombe @ St Catherine’s  
Football @ Holm Park 100 Beaconsfield- Emerald Rd Beaconsfield 
Netball TBA 

30th August St Patrick’s St James 
13th September Lightning Premiership TBA 

 

Interschool sports commences on Friday 2nd August, 2019 and it will run over 5 weeks.  The children have been asked to 
choose a sport that they will play each week, either Netball, Newcombe or Football.  

Footballers will be provided with a school football jersey and will need red football shorts and socks. Newcombe and 
netballers will wear their sports uniform. Games commence at 1.00pm, students will need to eat lunch early so they will not 
be able to have a lunch order from the takeaway shop on these days. 

Could each child please bring one orange cut into quarters and their own water bottle. Also a towel and plastic bag sent with 
football players is required. 
  
We have 3 home games and 2 away games.  Our away games are scheduled for 2nd  August at Trinity Primary School and 
23rd August at Catherine’s Primary School.  The bus will be departing school at approx.12.15pm and arriving back at 
approx. 3.00pm. 

Year 3/4 Mini Secret Garden 

During recess and lunch some students have been making a beautiful mini garden at the bottom of a tree. Here are their 
thoughts on how they have created it. 

 

 

Our Parish Masses 

Koo Wee Rup Sunday 9:30 am 

Iona Sunday 11:00 am 

Nar Nar Goon Saturday 6:00 pm 

Maryknoll 2nd Sunday of the Month @ 8:00am 

 

 

 

 Only natural items have been used 
– Mia 

 We created ponds and rivers – 
Ashlee 

 Some of us brought pebbles from 
home – Jade 

 The flowers were found around the 
school grounds – Grace 

 We made a mud house, it looks 
like it is from the movie Shrek! - 
Tiahli 

 The secret gardens is for the 
animals – Cj 

 We hope everyone enjoys the 
garden - Brianna 

  


