
  

Principal’s Report 
Dear Families, 

Easter 

This is the last newsletter before the Easter season begins. And whilst the Easter raffle is 
happening early for us in the St James community, so is the need to speak about the 
importance of Easter in the lives of Christians. 

Pope Francis tweeted this last year at Easter time… 

Our faith is born on Easter morning: Jesus is alive! 
This experience is at the heart of the Christian message. 

There would be no Christianity without the Easter event. There would be no St James Primary 
School and certainly no chocolate egg giving traditions. It all comes back to the death and 
resurrection of this person named Jesus, two millennia ago. Our pope captures this in his 
tweet by saying that the Easter experience is at the heart of our faith. 

What is the Easter experience? The church calendar sets it out beautifully. We start with Palm 
Sunday (the weekend before Easter Sunday) where Jesus enters into Jerusalem triumphantly. 
Momentum gathers, as we know from the bible texts, where Jesus is strategically held to 
account for unrest and eventually killed. Do we stop to think why God would insert this critical 
episode into human history? 

We see the greatest expression of love in the death and resurrection of Jesus. We’ve heard 
the phrase, “wash away our sin”. This is what Jesus did for us on Easter Sunday and that’s 
why we refer to Him as ‘Saviour’. Whenever we look at a crucifix, we can remember the 
greatest gift of love ever. When we give someone a chocolate egg at Easter time, we can 
remember the same. 

Emergency Management 

St James practices the appropriate responses to a variety of emergencies. 

 Lockdown – may be the appropriate response when the principal has identified an 

external and immediate danger and determined that it is safer for students, staff and 

visitors to remain inside the classroom or assemble in an indoors communal area such 

as the hall. Examples of this type of hazard may include an intruder, severe storms, 

gas leaks and chemical spills. 

 Evacuation - may be the appropriate response when it is determined that students, 

staff and visitors are safer away from the buildings or away from the school grounds. 

Examples of this type of emergency may include internal fires, gas leaks, chemical 

spills, bomb threats and floods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates 
5.04.19 

Grandparents Day 

Easter Raffle Drawn 

Last Day of Term One  

Students finish at 2:30pm 

19.04.19 

Good Friday 

20.04.19 

Holy Saturday 

21.04.19 

Easter Sunday 

22.04.19 

Easter Monday 

23.04.19 

Term Two Commences 

25.04.19 

ANZAC Day – Public Holiday  

27.04.19 

Confirmation Commitment Mass 

8.05.19 

District Cross Country 

10.05.19 

Mother’s day Breakfast 

 

Dates are subject to change, 
for updates please check our 

school Website or App. 

Coming Home Today 

Mother’s Day Flyer 

Term Two Monday Lunch 
Menu 

Country fair Flyer 
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Monday Lunches  

Monday 29th April: Helper  

Crispy Chicken Wrap – crispy chicken 
tender with lettuce & mayo 

OR 
Penne Bolognese – homemade 

Bolognese tossed with penne pasta 
 

Emma 
Spoard 
& 
Naomi 
Casey 

Monday 6th May.:  

Loaded Nachos – corn chips tossed with 
taco minced meat and cheese 

OR 
Steamed Dim Sims – 3 steamed dim 

sims with soy sauce 

Tarryn 
Priest 
& 
Mary 
Claire 
Patterson 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays  
Dorian Hicks turns 10 on 6th April 

Xanthe Parker turns 8 on 6th April 

Jasmine Crowley turns 8 on 7th April 

Betty Atkins turns 6 on 9th April 

Tarrant Millar turns 12 on 11th April 

William Koch turns 11 on 15th April 

Sean Zimmerling-Leaver turns 12 on 17th April  

 

Religion  

Grade 3 recently celebrated their First Reconciliation. 

Students have been busily preparing with their families for 

their first sacrament. The celebration took place on the 28th 

March. Congratulations to all who attended. 

Ice cream day was a great success we raised $295.00 for 

caritas, congratulations to 5/6 students. 

2019 Sacrament Program 

Confirmation:  

Commitment Mass – Saturday 27th April 6:00pm @ St 

James 

Sacrament Mass – Thursday 30th May 7:00pm @ St James 

Eucharist: 

Commitment Mass – Saturday 20th July 6:00pm @ St 

James 

Sacrament of Eucharist – Sunday 10th August 6:00pm @ St 

James 

 

2020 Foundation Enrolments 

We are now taking enrolments for 2020, officially, this 

closes at the end of June. 

Please do not assume that all is organised for your 

‘budding foundations’ for 2020. Be sure to go through the 

enrolment process by collecting and returning the 

necessary forms to the office. Families sometimes make 

the mistake of thinking that if they have the first child begin 

school that the following siblings are automatically ‘in the 

system’. 

If you know of any families who are interested in attending 

St James, be sure to tell them to make contact now. 

Enrolment forms can be collected at the office. 

Uniform for Term Two 

This is a reminder that all students will be required to wear 
their correct winter uniform next term. 

Beleza Pakenham have stock of winter uniforms. Please 
see attached flyer with Beleza’s holiday trading hours. 

Sunsmart Policy 

Please be advised hats are still to be worn until the end of 

April. No Hat No Play policy will still be actioned for week 1 

and the start of week 2 of term two. 

Last Day of Term One 

Last day for students is Friday 5th April 2019. Students 

finish at 2.30pm.  

 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Just last week, we rehearsed an evacuation and 
assembled under the red roof. Teachers were proactive 
and warned the students that we were going to do the 
drill beforehand. This was to set the student’s mind at 
ease about the procedures. It is an important part of our 
emergency management policy, to ensure the staff and 
students know what to do in the event of an emergency. 

As with earlier this year, during the bushfire threat, we 
would use the St James mobile app to inform parents of 
a status of an emergency. We ask all families to have the 
app downloaded and accepting notifications for this to be 
effective. Go to the respective app stores to ensure you 
have it on your phone and check that notifications are 
switched on. 

 
Mother’s Day Breakfast Friday 10th May 

 Breakfast, will be served from 8.15am to 9.00am 

 Mass, 9.30am St James Church 

This is always a beautiful expression of love for the 

wonderful work that mothers do unconditionally for their 

children.  

Breakfast will be prepared and served by the dads of our 

school community, from has been sent home requesting 

helpers, please return slip if you are able to help on the 

day. 
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Assembly Awards 
Monday 25th March: 

Foundation: 

Betty Atkins – building her confidence to share ideas with the 

class 

Holly Dell’Oro – fantastic job sounding out words when 

writing 

Sophie Scanlon – excellent job sounding out words when 

reading 

Year 1/2GB: 

Xanthe Parker – dynamite job in Mathletics 

Jack Peters – being organised and responsible in the 

classroom 

Year 1/2LB: 

Indi-Rose Millar – being a super star classroom helper 

Peyton Reilly – improving your focus and completion of work 

Year 3/4JK:  

Harrison Bishop – displaying responsible working behaviours 

in class 

Aidy Patterson – fabulous researching and working on his 

Caritas project 

Ashlee Rogers – fabulous researching and working on her 

Caritas project 

Mia Rongoni – displaying responsible working behaviours in 

class 

Mathlete of the week – Elizabeth Tymensen 

Monday 1st April: 

Foundation: 

Kobie Panetta – great job listening and following instructions 

Eve Clough – a wonderful job matching numbers with their 

collections  

Amelia Kennedy – being a great learner and picking the best 

spot for her to work 

Maggie Smith - amazing work in maths counting collections 

to 10 

Year 1/2GB: 

Amayah Dedigama – great job building sentences in word 

work 

Hugo Scanlon – great focus in writing tasks 

Year 3/4AP:  

Jade Kent – writing outstanding persuasive writing pieces 

Blake Hermon – writing outstanding persuasive writing 

pieces 

Year 3/4JK: 
Tiahli Dedigama – excellent work presentation, well done! 
Joel Casey – fabulous efforts with daily reading at home 

Year 5/6: 
Sean Zimmerling-Leaver – being able to voice his opinions in 
respectful ways during discussions 
Peyton Parker – thoughtful discussions about what makes a 
good community in RE 

Mathlete of the week: Dino Maio 

 

EASTER MASS TIMES 2019 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS & RECONCILIATION: 

St John’s, Koo Wee Rup – Friday March 15th, 7 to 8pm 

St James, Nar Nar Goon – Wednesday March 20th, 7 to 
8pm 

St Joseph’s, Iona – Friday March 22nd, 7 to 8pm 

HOLY WEEK 

Tenebrae Services: 

St John’s, Koo Wee Rup: Tuesday, April 16th 7.30pm 

St Joseph’s, Iona: Wednesday, April 17th 7.30pm 

Maryknoll: Friday April 12th, 7.30pm 

Holy Thursday    April 18th 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 

Holy Family, Maryknoll, 7.30pm 

St John’s, Koo Wee Rup, 7.30pm 

Followed by adoration for an hour and Reconciliation. 

Good Friday, April 19th 

Maryknoll - Stations of the Cross, 10.00am 

Koo Wee Rup – Stations of the Cross, 11.00am 

All are town & community Ecumenical Celebrations 

St Joseph’s, Iona – Solemn Liturgy of the Passion, 
3.00pm,  

followed by Reconciliation. 

St John’s, Koo Wee Rup – Solemn Liturgy of the 
Passion 3.00pm,  

followed by Reconciliation. 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, April 20th 

St Joseph’s, Iona, 7.00pm 

St John’s, Koo Wee Rup, 7.00pm 

Easter Sunday, April 21st 

St Mary’s, Lang Lang, 9.00am 

St James, Nar Nar Goon, 11.00am 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2019 

Many of you will remember your child participating in the 

Premier’s Reading Challenge last year. The permission 

forms for the 2019 Premiers' Reading Challenge will be sent 

home next term. When this has been sent home, please fill 

out the form and tick the boxes so we can sign your child up 

to compete in the challenge. It would be great to see the 

whole school involved. 
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Foundation News 

Last week students had their first turn on the Chromebooks. Mr Mac, Mrs Parker and myself helped students log on and 
navigate Kids A-Z. 
 

 I liked doing reading on the Chromebooks. -Luca 

 I liked typing in letters. -Holly 

 I liked reading. -Maggie 

 I liked typing my last name. -Jaxon 

 I liked reading. -Georgie 

 I liked winning 100 points for reading books and recording myself reading a book. -Arthur 

 I liked reading. -Pippa 

 I liked being able to read books. -Koby M 
 

Foundation students had their first class mass of the year on Friday and students shared beautiful answers to Father’s 
homily. After Mass, students had a shared morning tea with their families. Foundation students enjoyed all the food, 
especially the chocolate biscuits! 
 

 I liked the food at morning tea. - Amelia 

 I liked singing the fire song. - Felicity 

 I liked when we were singing all of the songs. - Eve 

 I liked singing the songs. - Lachlan 

 I liked singing the songs. - Betty 

 I liked doing a reading. - Sophie 

 I liked eating the marshmallow cake. - Darcy 

 I liked it when I got to sit with my buddy, Kingston. -Bailee 

 I liked singing “Light the Fire”. - Kobie P 

 I liked eating cookies at the morning tea. -Travis  

Year One/Two News 

During weeks 9 and 10 the grade 1/2 students have been busy learning about the Geography of our world, eating lots of 
ice-cream and learning how to use greater than > and less than < symbols to compare the place value of different 
numbers. Students have also been super excited as they have learnt how to log on to the Chromebooks independently 
and accessed the ‘Reading A to Z’ website during ‘Listen to Reading’ in Daily 4 time. Feel free to use the Reading A to Z 
website and Mathletics website on the holidays to further consolidate the skills we have established this term with 
students. Have a wonderful Easter break with your families! Mr Balzary and Mrs Banjac. 

I have learnt to count by using a number line - Indi-Rose 1/2LB 

I have learnt about the map of the world and where different countries are. - Chloe K 1/2GB 

I have learnt how to be good reader by listening to other people read - Scarlett 1/2LB 

I have learnt what oceans there are around the world and where they go on the map of the world - Harry 1/2GB 

I have learnt the different daily four activities. They are: Listen to reading, read to self, read to someone and word work. - 
Tate 1/2LB 

I have learnt that there are seven continents. They are Australia, Africa, Asia, South America, North America, Europe and 
Antarctica. - Jasmine 1/2GB 

This year we have needed to learn new passwords for our computer logon. - Tom 1/2GB 

This year we have been counting by 5’s, 2’s and 1’s - Maddy 1/2LB 

I have learnt that the Earth has an equator line. - Kaleb 1/2LB 

I have learnt how to be a stronger reader by reading chapter books and focussing on understanding the books I read. - 
Milla 1/2LB 

I have learnt that Australia’s continent is sometimes called Oceania. - Antonio 1/2LB 

When doing the sign for larger and smaller the pointy end points to the lower number. The bigger end points to the bigger 
number. - Hugo 1/2GB 

We have been trying to raise money for Caritas - Peyton 1/2LB 

Caritas give lots of things to the people who don’t have much. They provide clothes, food and water to those people. - 
Chloe L 1/2GB 

I am learning how to be fluent in my reading by trying to concentrate on the book. I am doing some sounding out of the 
words. - Riley 1/2LB 

 
I have learnt how to write a recount. You do something and then you write about it. We write the recount in chronological 
order which means time order. - Indigo 1/2GB  
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Year Three/FourAP News 

In Grade 3 & 4 AP we have been finalising our projects. Here is what we have completed in the last two weeks: 
  
Writing-  
In writing we have been doing persuasive writing. When you write a persuasive piece you are trying to convince the 
reader. The parts of a persuasive piece are state your opinion then you write your reason, give examples and restate 
your opinion again. We remember this by thinking about OREO (opinion, reason, example/explain, opinion again) -
Oscar and Spencer 
  
Maths- 
In maths we have been learning about shapes and angles. There are 2D and 3D shapes, regular and irregular shapes, 
3D shapes have faces, vertices and edges. I made/drew a decagon, cube and rectangular prism from nets. - Koby 
  
We have also been learning about angles. There are acute, obtuse, right and straight angles. We used a math-o-mat to 
measure how many degrees the angle has and to see if it is an acute, obtuse, right or straight angle. - Jade 
  
Religion- 
In religion we have looked at Caritas Australia/Project Compassion. We have been watching videos of all the people 
who need our help. We have been donating money to the poor and looking at 100% human dignity. -Oscar 
  
We did a diagram looking at what we can do at home, in our school community and greater community to show love to 
our neighbour. When Jesus says “love your neighbour” he is saying be kind to everyone no matter what they look like 
or have and try to help them. -Jade 
  
Civics- 
In Civics we have done PowerPoint/poster about how bills are made. We also included what democracy is and looked 
at local, state and federal government and what each one is responsible for. - Koby 
  
Awards were for Jade and Blake for writing outstanding persuasive writing pieces. 

 

Year Three/FourJK News 

Maths- 

In maths we have been doing angles. There is an acute angle, right angle and an obtuse angle. An acute angle is 0-89 

degrees, a right angle is 90 degrees and an obtuse angle is 91-179 degrees. We have also been doing shapes and we 

had to use dotted paper to draw 3D shapes. We also made 3D shapes from nets. 

Writing- 

Miss Kennedy would put up a picture to write a narrative about. Some of them were: an ice cream truck melting, a 

‘hark’ (half shark half horse) and a big rubber duckie floating down the river in the middle of the city. We have also 

been working on persuasive texts. In persuasive you need to convince the reader to go on your side. You have to have 
three convincing arguments or more. 

Religion- 

In religion we looked at a video where someone built Jerusalem in Minecraft. We noticed some of the houses didn’t 

have roofs, they were also square shaped. Also they had pools used for baptisms.   

We also watched videos which had the parables like the Good Samaritan, the prodigal son and much more. 

We also had to prepare to do reconciliation by completing some homework sheets and going to mass on the weekend. 

After that you go to the Reconciliation mass. For reconciliation we had to speak to father about any sins. He then said 

“On behalf of the lord I absolve you of your sins” then when we were finished we had to come back, bow, bless 

ourselves with holy water and put our sash in the basket. Lastly we walk back down to your family. 

Civics- 

We have been making slide shows. In each slide show we had to show how you make a bill/law. We’ve been looking at 

the House of Representatives, the senate and the governor general.  
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Year Five/Six News  

Ice-cream Day was located at St James primary Nar Nar Goon under the grey roof. It took place on the 28th of March 
2019. Ice-cream Day is a way to use ice-cream to raise money for charity.  

 All of the year 5s and 6s bought something to sell. It could be a topping, ice-cream or cones. I bought ice-cream and was 
serving jellybeans. You were allowed to have three toppings on your ice-cream. 

 At 10:40 am we served playgroup. One person got jellybeans. One child could only have lollies because he couldn’t have 
ice-cream. We raised $50. 

 At 12:50 we served the school. 20 people had jellybeans and after that the 5/6s had lolly cones. Most people had a sugar 
rush after that. We raised about $250.  

 In total we raised about $300. Ice-cream day was a success. I think it ran smoothly. The SJCs planned it well. 

By Peyton 

 

 

 

 

NetSetGo Netball at Nar Nar Goon 

The Suncorp NetSetGo program is Australia’s official 

netball starter program for girls and boys. It’s a chance 

to learn netball basics, get outside and make some 

new friends. For a lot of kids, this is the first time they’ll 

pick up a netball. It’s a learning experience with lots of 
fun to be shared. 

At Nar Nar Goon Netball Club, the 2019 program will 

run on a Thursday from 4:15pm till 5:00pm. The 

program runs for 10 weeks, starting Thursday 30thMay. 

We will NOT have sessions during the school holidays. 

The program will conclude on Thursday 15thAugust. 

The cost of the program is $80 which is paid on 

registration. There are 2 groups- 

Net is for 5 to 6 year-olds. It’s all about picking up 

basic movement skills. Get ready to run, catch, and 

play a lot of ball games.  

 
Set is for 7 to 8 year-olds. It’s a bit more netball-

focused. You’ll play practice matches, learn to pivot 

and work on those lightning passes.  

All participants get a starter pack that is sent out once 

registered. Packs include a netball and t-shirt. Spaces 

are limited so register ASAP to avoid missing out. 

Registration is online via the link: 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/wel
come.aspx?type=6&id=45031&entityid=45442 

 

Advisory Committee  

Committee members for 2019 are: 

Executive Officials: 

Andrew McDermott and Fr Peter Kooloos 

Chairperson: Phil Martin 

Committee Members: 
Ryan Lawlor Gehan Dedigama 
Justine Langley Liz Cunningham 
Andrew Pomeroy Tory Parker (Secretary) 
Eve Koch  
  

Next Advisory Committee Meeting, 14th May 2019 

 

Congratulations to the Grade 3/4JK class on a successful 
week of Mathletics.  They finished in third in Australia last 
week, pipping out the 5/6 class who still managed the top ten.  
Which class will be next to break into the big time? 

Congratulations go to our students who entered hanging 
baskets in the Melbourne International Flower and Garden 
Show.  Peyton scooped the pool by winning first prize for his 
entry.  Jasmine received a commendation for her effort and 
Lachlan and Xanthe contributed fine entries as well.  Well 
done to all those involved. 

 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?type=6&id=45031&entityid=45442
https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?type=6&id=45031&entityid=45442

