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Introduction  

 

What does our school value and why is child safety important in our 
school? 

At St James Catholic Primary School, Nar Nar Goon we value the wellbeing of 
the children at our school. We feel strongly that child safety is a big priority and 
understand that child safety is the responsibility of every person. We aim to work 
with parents, staff, students and other community members to make sure our 
school is a safe place. 

Purpose  Why do we have a policy?  

The purpose of this policy is to keep the students of St James Primary School 
safe and look out for their wellbeing. The policy applies to everyone in the school 
community including staff, students, parents and other community members. 
The policy reminds students they have someone to talk to and that the 
environment provided will be safe and confidential. It makes it clear that every 
child has the right to feel safe at all times.  

Principles  

 

What are the important ideas that guide our actions? 

- All children have the right to feel safe. 

- The welfare and needs of the child are of the greatest importance. 

- What the child says and their privacy must be respected. 

- The expectations around appropriate behavior with children are clear and 

outlined in our Child Safety Code of Conduct as well as other policies which 

can be found on the school website. 

- Child safety and protection is everyones responsibility. 

- Children will be empowered with the knowledge about child safety, the 

places they can go and people they can talk to if they feel unsafe. 

Policy commitments  

 

What pledges do we make to our school community? 

St James Catholic Primary School commits to: 

- Working with our parents, students and community members to ensure a 

safe school environment. 

- Supporting students who feel unsafe by following an agreed process. 

- Informing our school community of our and their responsibilities to child 

safety. 

- Placing the best interests of our students at the heart of everything we do.  

Expectation of our  
school staff  

 

Why do we have a Code of Conduct for adults working in our school?  

The intent of the Child Safety Code of Conduct is make it clear to all members of 

the school community what behaviours are appropriate and inappropriate when 

dealing with our students. It makes clear that the wellbeing of the students at St 

James Catholic Primary School is at the heart of everything that we do. 

Student participation  

 

How are students involved in child safety discussions and planning for 
improvements in our school?   

Students are involved in regular class meetings run by teachers and student 

leaders where they can raise concerns relating to their safety and wellbeing. 

School leaders and other senior students are involved in the development of 

child friendly versions of child safety policies. 
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Reporting and 
responding  

 

How do we report our concerns and how do teachers respond?  

If a student is to raise concerns or make a complaint relating to child safety, they 

are listened to, taken seriously and addressed with respect and confidentiality. 

Any disclosures to staff are reported to the school principal and then passed on 

to any relevant authorities for further investigation. 

Recruitment  

 

How are staff selected to work in our school? 

All teachers must hold a current V.I.T. registration. As part of this, a Working with 

Children check is mandatory. 

Professional learning 
for school staff  

 

How does the school support staff to develop their knowledge about  
child safety?  

All staff are asked to sign the Safeguarding Children and Young People - Code 

of Conduct to acknowledge they are aware of their responsibilities to child 

safety. They are expected to complete annual online training in relation to Child 

safety and mandatory reporting.  

Risk management  

 

How does our school identify possible risks, who is involved and what 
happens next? 

Visitors to the school including volunteers and tradespeople are required to have 
a current Working with Children Check that is registered with the school via the 
online portal. Individuals who have not had the appropriate checks completed 
are denied access to the school and its students. 

Supporting documents  

 

What other information do we use to help us?  

All documents relating to Child Safety and Child Wellbeing. 
 

Communication  

 

How does the school let everyone know about this policy and our plans?  

Student leadership have been involved in developing a child friendly version of 
the child safety policy. 

The completed policy will be found on the school website and app. Parents will 
be informed where the policy can be found via the school newsletter. 

Review  

 

When will we update this policy? 

The policy will be reviewed every two years and will incorporate suggestions 

from teachers, volunteers, other staff, children and young people,  and, parents, 

staff, volunteers and students. 

 

 


